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ENERGY ECONOMICS GUYANA 


CONTRACTS SIGNED FOR HYDROPOWER FEASIBILITY STUDIES 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 8 Feb 81 p 1 
[Passages enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface] 


[Text] The Guyana Government has signed two contracts with a Canadian consult- 
ing engineering firm for hydro-electric studies in Guyana as part of the Gov- 
ernment's overall programme for the development of cheap alternative sources 
of energy. 


The larger of the two contracts signed Friday provides for the carrying out of 
a feasibility study at Tumatumari. The second smaller contract provides for 
pre-feasibility studies in the Rupununi and North West Districts. 


According to the project proposals, if found feasible, it is intended that the 
existing hydro-power facility at Tumatumari would be upgraded and the cheap 
power generated there would be fed into the national grid to boost the supply 
of electricity in the city and elsewhere. 


At present some .75 megawatts of firm power is generated at the Tumatumari 
hydro-power facility. [as published] However, it is believed that when up- 
graded, the Tumatumari facility should generate in the vicinity of 45 megawatts 


of power. 


/The pre-feasibility studies have already been carried out at Tumatumari. And 
according to a local hydropower official the Tumatumari project has been ear- 
marked to precede the big Upper Mazaruni hydropower project. / 


He explained that because of the escalating price of oil and because it would 
take at least a six-year period before the Upper Mazaruni project can be com- 
missioned, it was important that the government finds some cheap source of 
energy for utilisation during preceding the commissioning of the Upper 
Mazaruni project. 


The Tumatumari project, he added, has been earmarked to carry the country over 
this critical period prior to the commissioning of the Upper Mazaruni project. 
In addition the power made available from the Tumatumari ‘facility, apart from 
providing a cheap means of power to the national grid to help guarantee regular 
power for use by vital industries will also allow for the proper planning of 
interior development with emphasis on the areas south-east and south-west of 
Tumatumari. 








In the Rupununi area, the study wil focus on the Wamukaru area ano it is 
believed that this project which is considered "very viable" should be able 
to provide enough cheap and reliable power to allow for the stepped-up de- 
velopment of the Rupununt district, 


A hydro-power facility at Wamuraiu, | tt, shouid be abie lu generate 4200 
kilowatts of cheap power in the early etages and ultimately, two megawatts. 


/In the North West District, the study wil] focus on the Felipse Pall: 
possible source of cheap power with o view to iepsaciong Che expensive powe: 
generating fac’lities in the Matarkai [Matthew's Ridge, Arakaka, Port Kaituma] 
district. / 


This project, it is hoped, will also make possible the resettlement and greater 
occupation of lands for agricultural and other development in the district. 


At the signing ceremony Friday, Energy and Mines Minister, Cde. Hubert Jack, 
signed on behalf of the Guyana Government while Vice-President of the Engineer- 
ing Division of Montreal Engineering, Mr M. Murchison, signed on behalf of the 
Canadian firm. 


Montreal Engineering is said to be one of the largest consulting engineering 
firms in Canada. It was established since 1907 and while it provides consult- 
ing services in many aspects of engineering, the bulk of its work is said to be 
in the field of power generation. (GNA). 


CSO: 3025 








ENERGY ECONOMICS 


GUYANA 


CDB LOANS U.S.$6.9 MILLION FOR ELECTRICITY SYSTEM 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 13 Feb 81 p 9 


[Text] Georgetown, Guyana, Thursday, (CANA)--The Barbados-based Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) is lending Guyana US$6.9 million for the continued ex- 
pansion of electricity supplies by the stateowned Guyana Electricity Corporation 
(GEC), it has been officially announced here. 


The loan is to be used to link a central convector station the city with outlying 
generating stations and enable a wider supply of power to areas in the eastern 
Cornetyne region, the GEC said. 


The loan agreement was signed recently with the CDB, the GEC said. 


The Corporation at the same time announced hikes in its charges for electricity 
from next month, saying it needed additional finance to meet its cnerating costs 
and maintain reliable power supplies. 


The GEC said that with its existing tariff levels it was unable to meet fuel, 
spares, salaries and waxes and other costs. 


It pointed out that the new tariffs gave consideration to small users of elec- 
tricity and meant that persons using below 50 units will pay only G$1.29 (50 cents 
US) per unit in addition to a fuel charge. 


Government, municipal, cormercial, industrial and bulk consumers will have to 
pay more for power supplies from June this year, the GEC said. 


Details of those new increases are to be announced later. 


The Corporation said it was “unlikely that there will be further increases to 
domestic consumer rates unless fuel prices escalate exo~bitartly." 


The GEC said that its management structure was recently restructured to "increase 
significantly the standards of performance” and said that training at all levels 
would be pursued to support this. The GEC, which was plagued with recurring 
generating and other problems up to last year, said it had been able to restore 

a degree of reliability because of extensive rehabilitation works carried out on 
some of its stations. 


CSO: 3025 








COUNTRY SECTION INTER@AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


UFFICTALS COMMENT ON BARBADOS-GRENADA RIFT 
Harassment Denial 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 14 Feb 81 p 1 
[Text] There is no harassment of officials of the Government of Grenada at 


Grantley Ads se International Airport, a Government Information Service release 
said vesteriay. 


The government of Barbados after complaints from airlines, sluding personal 
complaints from airline pilots, instituted measures to ensu ‘fo dance with 
the regulations of airlines which prohibit the presence of firearms aboard 
aircraft. 


The measures include reasonable search of baggage and of the person to discover 
whether officials are carrying firearms and to preclude the occurrence of an 
incident which might arise from a lax approach. 


The action of the Government is perfectly legitimate, since international law 
permits Governments and their aviation authorities to examine even persons hav- 
ing diplomatic immunity especially in the light of the high incidence of hijack- 
ings and terrorists activities. 


Officials of the Grenada government have been reluctant to comply with the exist- 
ing laws, practice and procedure instituted by Governments and airlines the world 
over to put an end to skyjackings. 


In the experience of the Barbados Government, there have been at least three 
occasions on which officials of the Grenada Government have attempted to breach 
these regulations by carrying undeclared guns on board aircraft. 


Following an incident in May 1980 involving the Grenadian Minister of Legal 
Affairs, the Barbados Government a ‘sed ali Caribbean Governments of the cour- 
tesies and facilities to be extendea at Grantley Adams International Airport 

to officials and representatives of Foreign Governments. 


The Barbados Covernment requested the collaboration and cooperation of foreign 
governments whose representatives and officials may travel through Grantley 
Adams International Airport and directed attentica to Customs Regulations on 
bringing firearms into Barbados. 











The GIS release added; “The moe: re ent incident invelving Mr Selwyn Strachan 
wae really the attempt by Barbadian Customs officiale to ensure the maximum 
security according to the regulations of international air carriers, and Mr 
Strachan was made aware of theee repul t lon 


"Contrary to what has appeared in . te sections of Che wedia, Ne Strachan was 
at no time stripped or otherwise physically searched, and the Government is 
satisfied that he and his Aide were treated with great courtesy and were made 
comfortable in the Departure Ares with full access to dutyfree avepe, restav 
rants end normal transit facilicien, bile fwotiia the ) oomerd Olighe 


"It was, however, made clea’ to Mr Strachan that the Government of Barbados 
was not willing to allow anyone to take 4 gun into the passenger cabin of air- 
eraft flying in and out of the ‘eland, 


"The Government will continue to monitor the activities of known of fenders." 
(G18) 


Strachan Remarks 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 16 Feb 81 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, India, Sunday (CANA)--Grenada is urgently seeking to normal- 
ize ite strained relations with Barbados and sees the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) --of which they are both members--as the main forum for concrete 
action in this direction, Grenada's Acting Foreign Minister has said here. 


Barbados Prime Minister Tom Adams November 4 call last year for promised general 
elections in Grenada--where the Government came to power in a 1979 coup-- 
triggered a verbal row between the two states and soured already cool relations. 


Grenada Prime Minister Maurice Bishop reacted to the Barbados cali with a strong 
personal attack on Adams, with Bridgetown retaliating by all but breaking rela- 
tions with St. George's. 


Barbados has curtailed the usual VIP courtesies accorded visiting Grenadian 
Government officials and withdrawn the accreditation of ite High Commissioner 
to Grenada. 


"We would like to see a resolution of this problem as urgently and quickly as 
possible. Long before the “War of words” came out in the open the People's 
Revolutionary Government (Crenada) has been struggling with Barbados to get 
normal relations going,’ Mr Strachan told CANA. 


"The only forum that can look at this problem in a concrete way is the CARICOM 
Government ," Mr Strachan, who headed a delegation to the just-ended conference 
of Non-Aligned Foreign Ministers, said. 


Mr Strachan added that Grenada has been calling upon member states of the 
CARICOM region to take up the matter with the hope of bringing about quick 
resolution. 











"We do not think that it is in the interest of Caribbean integration to have 
thie etate of affaire between two CARICOM countries," 


"We are in fact not launching an attack on the people of Barbados, Neither are 
we launching an attack on the entire Government,” Mr Strachan said, 


"It is a section of the Government who are in fact trying to bring... pressure 
on the revolution in Grenada based on the ordere which they have been receiv- 
ing from imperialiem,” the minister added, 


The Grenada Minister said that on February 6 while intraneit in Barbados his 
luggage wae searched although he was travelling under a diplomatic passport. 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN APPALRS 


FURTHER DETAILS ON ANTIOUA-TRINI DAD AUD TOBAGO TALES 

Birdgetown ADVOCATI <NEWS | witeh 7 Teh BI 4 

[Article by Cecly-Ann Mitchell: “Trinidad National Bank To Set Up Antigua 
Branch” | 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, Friday (CANA) Two of Trinidad and Tobago's 
major etate corporations in banking and aviation) are to extend their business 
interests to Antigua, according to Lester Bird, the Antigua Deputy Premier. 


Mr Bird is in Trinidad and Tobago at the head of a four man Antigua Government 
mission holding discussion with senior officials of the Port-of -Spain adminis- 
tration, and regional organisations based here. 
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CDA PRESTDENT REVIEWS 1980 ACTIVITIES, AREA'S FUTURE 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 8 Feb 81 p 2 








tS ii . gist 
ak i 






eo i 
can 


European 


















— Hate 
— tt He 


etl 


fii ta —1 





















a — ate i _ Hf i 
* ita ie tt 





7 ae HEHEHE ia iit aie i 











it tet i : 





—9 









Ibe 


J 


tity 


nee 








cso: w25 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER=AMERICAN APFALRS 


TRADE AGREEMENT WITH GUATEMALA~-Honduras will reduce the trade deficit with 
Guatemala as a result of a new bilateral trade agreement. Honduran and Guatemalan 
delegations yesterday reached an agreement in Tegucigalpa. The two countries 
decided to extend the bilateral trade treaty for 2 more years, with the inclusion 
of clothing in the list of Honduran exports. [Tegucigalpa LA VOZ DE HONDURAS 

in Spanish 1145 GyT 25 Feb 81) 





JAMAICA'S BATLETT IN MEXICO--Kingeton, Jamaica (CANA)--Jamaica's minister of 

estate for information, Ed Batlett, is in Mexico for talks with government officials 
on Jamaica's proposed participation in Action for National Information Systems 
(ASIN), an association through which countries in this hemisphere trade information. 
Jamaica has been suggested as the site for the ASIN headquarters, and last month 
the director general of social communication in Mexico's Ministry of Health and 
Welfare Dr Avibal Silva Aguilar had discussions with Mr Batlett on the matter. 
{Text} [FL261725 Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 22 Feb 81 p 3) 
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AFP COMMENTATOR SEES RELAXATION UNDER VIOLA 


PYO060112 Paria AFP in Spanish 1842 GT 28 Feb 61 
[Report by Claude Urraca] 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 28 Feb (AFPP)--The stated mission of the new Argentine 
administration, which will take office together with President Roberto Eduardo 
Viola on 29 March, is to put an end to the inflexibility and military dogmatiem of 
the current administration and to straighten out, firet of all, the political and 
economic failures of Gen Jorge Videla's administration. 


The appointment of seven civilian and six military ministers, as opposed to the 

five militerymen and three civilians of the current administration, is bound to lead 
to an immediate relaxation of the political activities, acco-ding to local 
political circles, even though these civilian ministere are of conservative lean‘ngs 
and despite the fact that none of the two great traditional parties--the Peronist 
and the Radical Civic Union--will have represetnatives in the new administration. 





Hinting at the way in which things will be done, General Viola has clearly told 
his ministers, appointed on Friday, that they were to encourage the participation 
of civilians in their ministries, where, ever since the 1976 coup d'etat, the 
military had practically invaded all administrative positions. 


Ever since the new administration's framework had been announced, the observers 
have been pointing out three facts: 


~The appointment as foreign minister of Oscar Camilion, a civilian, current 
ambassador to Brazil and member of a political party which did not spare criticisms 
for the current government, in place of Brig Gen Carlos Pastor. 


~The advent in the Interior Ministry of Gen Horacio Liendo, a military officer 
open and ready for dialogue, who will be entrusted with continuing and broadening 
the opening toward political parties (whose activities still remain banned), shyly 
launched by his predecessor, Gen Albano Harguindeguy, who is close to the conser- 
vative sector of the armed forces. 


--The ouster of four ministers of the all-powerful Economy and Finance Ministry 
whose head, Jose Alfredo Martinez de Hoz, was recently the target of extremely 
harsh criticisms for his obdurate implementation of a strict policy which has 
plunged the country into an economic and financial crisis and has unleashed an 
unbridled flight of foreign currency, barely curbed 2 weeks ago. 


ll 








Sources close to future President Viola have stated that the guideline of the 
incoming administration will be realistic pragmatien, 


The advent at the Foreign Ministry of a civilian experienced in diplomatic 
subtleties is aimed at precluding the boisterous refutationse ellicited by the Least 
mention abroad of lack of respect for human rights in Argentina. 


Camilion will be also entrusted with making the dialogue with the United States 
more fluid despite the harsh U.S. criticiems of the strong commercial relations 
between Argentina and the USSR. He will also have to improve dialogue with Brazil 
where, as ambassador, he has firmed-up the weak bonds between the two countries. 
Meanwhile the Beagle conflict with Chile has escaped from the hands of the Foreign 
Ministry and is now being dealt with by military junta, the supreme body ruling 
of the country. 


Sources close to General Viola have been consistently reiterating hie intentions 
to reactivate political activities, but no deadline has been established and it 
has never been clearly stated that at the end of the incoming president's term 
in office--in 1984--the military will turn over power to a civilian. 


At the same time, it is improbable that the missing peisons issue will experience 
some kind of improvement because the high-ranking military echelons are staunchly 


opposing any developments in thie field. 


However, the most serious problem wit! which the incoming administration will have 
to deal is at the economic level. On Friday General Viola told the members of 
his team that one of the first priorities will be the overcoming of the fiscal 
deficit, which is an enormous and age-old sore of Argentina's economy and 
jeopardizes any effective struggle against inflation. 


On 29 March General Viola will take ove: a country where industry and agriculture 
are in bad shape as a result of customs restrictions and the 50-percent over- 
valuation of the Argentine peso with regard to the U.S. dollar, a situation which 
encourages imports and hampers exports. 


In 1980, for the first time in many years, the Argentine trade showed a $2.5 
billion deficit. At the same time reserves dropped from $11 billion to $5 billion 
in just 1 year, while the foreign debt reached $30 billion. 


Thus the incoming administration will have to face the hard task of straightening 
out the economy, which is in very bad shape, and of reactivating politics, which 
have been biding their time, under the watchful eye of the military junta made up 
of the commanders in chief of the three branches of the armed forces, who appointed 
President Viola and who are still responsible for the process of national reorgani- 
zation launched by the coup d'etat which took place on 24 March 1976. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


MALVINAS COMMUNIQUE--Buenos Aires, 26 Feb (TELAM)~-The Argentine and British 
delegations have decided to report on their talks about the Malvinas Islands to 
their respective governments and have agreed to hold further negotiations as soon 
as possible, according to the information which the Argentine Foreign Ministry 
released at noon today in connection with the recent meeting held in New York. 

The Foreign Ministry communique states: The Argentine and British Governments held 
@ meeting at ministerial level in New York on 23 and 24 February 1981 in order to 
discuss the Malvinas Islands issue within the framework of negotiations established 
by the appropriate resolutions issued by the UN General Assembly. This meeting 
was a follow-up to the talks held by the two governments in April 1980, The 
Argentine and British delegations were led by Col Carlos R. Cavandoli, under 
secretary of the Argentine Foreign Ministry and Nicholas Ridley, minister of state 
for foreign and commonwealth office, respectively. [Text] [PY261846 Buenos Aires 
TELAM in Spanish 1633 GMT 26 Feb 81) 


BEAGLE ISSUE REFERENDUM--(NA)--San Juan--Air Force Commander in Chief Omar Graffigna 
yesterday put forward a public referendum as a possible solution to the question 

of the stand to be taken by Argentina on the Beagle Channel dispute with Chile. 
Graffigna was in San Juan yesterday to open the remodelled and expanded area airport. 
in his talks with reporters, he also answered questions about what sort of economic 
policy would be followed by the incoming government of President-designate Roberto 
Viola by stating that "there could be adjustment and modifications in instrumental 
measures" but added that the objectives of the national reorganization process 

would be maintained. Asked about the lengthy period of reflexion by the government 
on the pope's proposal for a peaceful end to the Beagle confrontation, Graffigna 
indicated that the military rulers were merely trying to give their answer to the 
pope the "depth" and “responsibility” that the pontiff's lofty position called for. 
Reporters then asked him if there was any truth to rumors that the Beagle issue 
would be the subject of a popular vote. The junta member answered that a plebiscite 
"is one of the existing possibilities which will be considered at the (most) 
opportune moment according to the situation.” [Text] [PY261940 Buenos Aires 

HERALD in English 26 Feb 81 p 1} 


RECORD GRAIN CROP--(NA)~-Cordoba--The cereal harvest of 1980-81 will yield around 

%4 million tons, setting a new record in Argentine agriculture, it was announced 
yesterday by the agriculture secretary, Jorge Zorreguieta. Speaking at the 24th 
National Wheat Festival, he said the agricultural sector should be looking to raise 
production to 50 million tons per annum. Zorreguieta attributes the record harvest, 
not to special circumstances this summer, but to technological advances made and the 
use of a higher quality seed, which has increased the yield per hectare from 

1,150 kg to 1,500 kg. He stated that $4 billion worth of cereals, oil seeds and 
by-products would be exported this season. [Text] [PY030056 Buenos Aires HERALD 
in English 2 Mar 81 p 7] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


PINDLING ON REAGAN ADMINISTRATION: WAIT AND SEE 
FL261442 Nassau Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 26 Feb 81 


[Excerpts] News editor Lionel Dorsett is among several journalists and broadcasters 
making up the official party to Mexico along with Mr Pindling and Mre Pindling. 

Late last night Lionel filed this report: [Begin Dorsett recording) At a news 
conference on Tuesday evening Prime Minister Pindling showed officials and a roomful 
of international journalists that he had a full grasp of the world situation 
including Latin America. 


In response to a question as how he viewed the decision by the U.S. president, 

Mr Ronald Reagan, to grant credit to Chile, Mr Pindling stressed it could (?be 
seen) as ominous but that we should also adopt a wait-and-see attitude. [Begin 
Pindling recording] The recent history of Chile being what it has been in terms 
of political, civil and human rights must be disturbing to any freedom-loving 
person if it would appear that such actions are being condoned. However, I think 
any (?new) government in any country needs to be given some time in order to, 

a) assess a position, b) determine a practical, effective policy, and c) put into 
operation that policy. At this moment I would like to think that the policy 
statements and initial moves of the new United States Government are designed to 
let its neighbors, their friends and those who it may regard as not so friendly, 
know that it means business, that no one ought to take it for granted and that 
it's going to be nobody's pushover. I think it is endeavoring, to establish a 
position of strength through which it can negotiate at all levels, both with its 
friends and with those who might not be categorized as friends. [End Pindling 
recording] [End Dorsett recording] 
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Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 8 Feb 81 p 1 
[Text] 
cso 


UNION CALLS FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF INDUSTRIAL COURT 


COUNTRY SECTION 

















COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


WORKERS UNION PROTESTS FOREIGN INVESTORS' PRACTICES 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 16 Feb 81 p 2 


[Text] The Barbados Workers' Union (BSU) said that it was shocked at the atti- 
tude of some of the investors who were coming to Barbados and were permitted to 
construct "industrial concentration camps" as suitable workplaces for the work- 
ers of Barbados. 


"We are issuing a warning now that serious times are ahead for the population 
if anyone believes that the mass of workers would be content to undergo any 
economic pressure, that prevailed in Germany or Italy before the Second World 
War," said Mr Frank Walcott, General Secretary of the BWU. 


Speaking on Friday at the Union's weekly Press conference, he added: "This is 
stated with a full sense of responsibility of the situation." 


Mr Walcott said "The example is that there is no known position about the unem- 
ployment situation in this country and too much guesswork is being peddled for 
purposes other than manpower requirements." 


He said also that Barbados was faced with the position that it was seeking to 
import labour to cut canes, which did not involve any specific training, but 
required an adequate labour force. 


"We have been informed, on the other hand, that we have to invite investors to 
Barbados to find employment for Barbadians who are employed at wages lower than 
what the sugar industry is paying," Mr Walcott added. 


He said that the industrial and economic contradiction must be the serious re- 
sponsibility of those who had to preside over the destiny of this country and 
they should not talk continually about the balance of payments situation when 
a problem like this was staring us in our face. 


"Why should Barbados import labour to perform tasks and export the income for so 
doing, when at the same time, industrialists are invited to come here to put 
down factories with incentives given by the taxpayers and pay wages lower than 
those paid in a basic industry?" Mr Walcott queried. 
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He noted that when some of those factories closed, no skills were left behind 
as residue areas for employment that the workers could use subsequently. 


"And," Mr Walcott added "we feel very concerned indeed about this fanfare that 
is given to a matter and the millions of dollars that will be spent on it with- 
out serious control," 


The BWU General Secretary further said that the Union supported industrial 
development, but with positive control by the people of Barbados. 


"If we do not do this, then the future of Barbados will be mortgaged to a num- 
ber of foreign investors and we will wake up and find that economic slavery has 
taken over Barbados in as fierce a manner as physical slavery di. before the 
emancipation in 1834,"" Mr Walcott said. 


CSO: 3025 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


MIR OFFICIAL ARTURO VILADELLA INTERVIEWED IN ALGIERS 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French 13-19 Feb 81 pp 38-40 


[Interview with Arturo Viladella, member of the Political Committee of the Central 
Committee of the MIR [Movement of the Revolutionary Left], by R. Sadmi: "For a 
Democratic and Nonalined Chile"; date and place not given) 


[Text] For nearly 9 years now, the fascist regime that overthrew the Popular Unity 
Government, assassinating its main members, including President Allende, has sur- 
vived the blows of the Chilean resistance. Pinochet naturally uses a repressive 
apparatus in order to put down any remnant of dissent among the people. Two fac- 
tors seem to explain the continued existence of a regime that appeared to be doomed 
by its own methods: the declared or secret foreign aid, both military and economic, 
that it receives and the lack of vigor of the resistance itself because of divi- 
sions among its forces. What are the prospects for this martyred people? This is 
the question that REVOLUTION AFRICAINE put to a leader of the MIR, Arturo Viladella, 
member of the Political Committee of the Central Committee of the MIR. 


The political-military movement exists in several Latin American countries. In 
Chile, it was founded in 1965. It fought Eduardo Frei's Christian Democratic 
government before granting "critical support" to the Popular Unity regime of 
President Allende. Since its overthrow, it has resumed the fight, in all its forms, 
against the assassins of democracy, 


[Question] Could you give us a picture of the current situation in Chile after 
9 years of fighting the government in power? : 


[Answer] The current situation is characterized by an accentuation of mass move- 
ments and an extension of the action and struggle of the people's resistance. 
Beginning with Pinochet's plebiscite on 11 September 1980, Chile has entered a 

new phase of the people's resistance. For its part, the regime is trying to reduce 
the amount of political room for dissent within the system, in which a certain part 
of the left and the Christian Democratic Party are trying to survive. This clearly 
shows the people that the only way to overthrow the dictatorship is to develop 

an overall struggle, resorting to the political struggle as well as armed resis- 
tance, This is expressed in the current fight being waged by the people's move- 
ment, which needs to extend its area of resistance beyond the legal limits imposed 
by the dictatorship. It was for this purpose that several semi-legal organizations 
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and underground organizations such as the Resistance Committees were set up in 

the country. We can gay that there is now a powerful development of resistance to 
the dictatorahip, resistance that is expressed in the existence of the organiza~ 
tions named and the creation of people's militias that are waging the fight outside 
the legal framework tolerated by the regime, In addition to these guerrilla 
organizations operating in Chile in urban and rural sones, the situation is leading 
to 4 process of the convergence of new forces. In this process, the formation of 

a democratic and revolutionary people's government and the creation of a people's 
army of resistance are projected. 


[Question] About 2 years ago, there wae talk of the division of the Chilean left, 
particularly of the Socialist Party, within which two factions reportedly emerged: 
one favorable to rapprochement with the Christian Democratic Party of Eduardo 
Frei that supported the military putech and another opposed to such rapprochement. 
What A position of the MIR and what is the situation of the Chilean left at 
present 


{[Anewer| Throughout all these years, from the time of the ouster of the Popular 
Unity Government to date, the strategy of the left as a whole — let us say of 

all the traditional parties of the Chilean left — the parties that made up the 
Popular Unity tried to eliminate the military dictatorship through an alliance with 
the Christian Democrats. But during thie period it became obvious that the 
Christian Democrats do not have the ability to offer an alternative. It does not 
have that ability because a large faction of the Christian Democrats represent the 
interests of big capital. 


The alternative of the Christian Democrats therefore failed and as a result, it 
could not even by an ally in the fight to overthrow the dictatorship. On the other 
hand, throughout thie same period, the strategy of the people's resistance and the 
MIR has appeared to be the only valid means, applying the political and armed 
struggles which mobilize all the economic and social sectors in the country in 
order to overthrow the dictatorship. These objective facts reveal the inability 
of the traditional strategy of the left and at the same time cause a crisis within 
ite ranks. At the present time, these same parties are in the process of revising 
their strategy. One can observe a rapprochement of the parties that formed the 
Popular Unity (Communist Party, Socialist Party, the MAPU [Single Popular Action 
Movement), agricultural workers, the PR [Radical Party] and the Christian left) 
toward the etrategy of the MIR, as expressed in a very recent statement in which 
the leaders of these parties recognize the effectiveness of the forms of struggle 
of the MIR. 


[Questi--’ Your strategy was recognized, but can one deduce from this that there 
will be a merger with the MIR? 


[Anewer] We have not yet made the first step, consisting of breaking with the 
old strategy. This period of transition which the Popular Unity is experiencing 
will be a long one and will depend a great deal on its ability to express in ac- 
tion the new position on the situation in Chile. We expect to observe in fact 
how this new process materializes. 
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[Question] Who ie truly fighting in Chile: the MIR, the Popular Unity forces, or 
both at once? 


[Anawer) We can say that the struggle ie going on at different levels. From thie 
standpoint, the leadership of the resistance is in the hands of the MIR, The 
resistance does not include only the forces of the MIR, Rather, we aleo have the 
participation of the rank-and-file organizations of the different social sectors 
in the country, the members of different leftist parties as well as those of the 
radical wing of the Christian Democratic Party. Political and military activity 
led by the resietance is headed in the field by the MIR, but in the social and 
political struggles waged by mass movemente in general, one finds all parties of 
the Chilean left participating. 


Il must also specify that in the masse movements, there are opponents of the politi- 
cal parties of the Chilean left, including the MIR. Let us say that our party 
does not neglect thie very important facet of the mase at le, but it does not 
deem it to be fundamencal (the open and legal mass struggle) because the main 
fight is on « semi-legal, semi-underground and underground terrain. At this level, 
between legality and illegality are the organizations of the resistance itself 
which, at the rank-and-file level, are the resistance committees, women's commit- 
tees, youth committees, committees to defend culture and committees to defend 
trade union rights. All these organizations constitute the fabric of the struggle 
to defend the rights of the people. 


[Question] Does thie division in the progressive forces not play into the hands 
of the regime in power? 


[Anewer) We maintain that the unity of the progressive forces constitutes a 
strategic objective of prime importance that we must achieve, but we believe that 
we can achieve it in the political, social and military struggle of all the sec- 
tors consistently opposed to the dictatorship. 


[Queation) In recent years, observers have noted in the United States a tendency 
to play the card of the Christian Democrats to the detriment of dictatorships 
too greatly compromised and too compromising. Have you noted such a feeling in 
the current American administration? 


[Anewer|] The current military dictatorships in Latin America are a necessity for 
imperialiem and national bourgeoisies in order to check the mass movements that 
are developing in this region. They are therefore indispensable to the achieve- 
ment of the political and economic objectives of imperialism. This constitutes 
the doctrinary backbone of the interventionist venture applied to Latin America 
beginning in the 1960's. We believe that the current administration, like the 
Carter administration but especially the Reagan administration, will step up its 
support for the dictatorships because it has no other way out. An example is 
afforded us in the aid given to the Salvadoran junta. 


[Question] What support does Pinochet's regime currently enjoy? 
[Anewer] First of all, that of American imperialism. Next, that of the other 


military dictatorships. In the Southern Cone, there is military coordination with 
Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay. 
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[Question] The political, economic and military failure of Pinochet's regime has 
long been predicted, but it seeme to bely thoee predictions, Toe what can one 
attribute thie? 


[Anewer) This observation is that of a few sectors of che Chilean left and Chrie- 
tian Democrate. Even before the coup d'etat, we members of the MIR thought that 
the military structuration of Chilean soclety was essential to the aime and objec= 
tives of imperialiem and international capitaliem in order to attain their economic 
objectives regarding plane of the international distribution of labor. That is 
why the economic model applied by the Chilean junta te in keeping with the needs 

of imperialiem. Seen from this angle, the power of the junta could not collapse 
under the weight of economic problems. That ie what we thought and said even be~ 
fore the coup d'etat. On the contrary, the current economic model helps the explo- 
sion of important social sectors that provide excuses for continuing repression. 


[Question] It is a well-known fact that Chile is not an arms maker and that the 
United States, not wishing to become further mixed up with that country, inter- 
rupted its supplies of military equipment. What is the source of these weapons 
that keep Pinochet in power? 


[Anewer] The limitation of military shipmente has had no real effect on Chile 
because the dictatorship has alwaye been able to count on the military support of 
international imperialia through the supplying of weapons, especially obsolete, 
outdated, unsellable weapons, and the training of army cadres. 


What the dictatorship has not been able to get from the United States it has ob- 
tained from Europe and Ierael. Israel is currently the main supplier of arms to 
Latin American dictatorships, as we saw only recently in Nicaragua and as we are 
now seeing in El Salvador. 


[Question] Given the likely assumption that the dictatorship is overthrown, what 
form of government would you propose and with whose participation? 


[Answer] As our program emphasizes, we propose and we are fighting for a demo- 
cratic, revolutionary people's goverment in which all the forces that participated 
concretely in the fight against the dictatorship would participate. Those forces 
represent the workers, farmers, youth, the proletariat, the petty bourgeoisie 

and the middle class not committed to the dictatorship. 


[Question] After the fact, there was a great deal of criticism of the Popular 
Unity Government for having played the democratic game of institutions and having 
left the strategic sectors in the hands of the private sector, which led to its 
loss, according to some. Is that also the opinion of the MIR? 


{[Anewer] Since it was founded, the MIR has maintained that in order to defend the 
conquests of the masses, whose profound expression was the Allende government, 

one had to have a people's military government. It believed that one could not 
rely on the traditional Chilean Armed Forces, with their alleged apoliticism and 
constitutionaliem. That was shown by the coup d'etat. Likewise, it should not 
have trusted the democratic speeches of the bourgeoisie in Parliament or the 
courts. This demands of the democratic and people's sector of the country the 











formation of a political and military organisation which now exists in the form of 
resistance committees and people's militias, 


[Queation) That will therefore be your type of defense organisation? 
[Anawer] Yes, Our army will be based on the core unite that fought fascien, 


[Queetion) What are your relations with the liberation movements on the three 
cont inente? 


[Anewer) The struggle of the Chilean people ia directly related to other struggles 
of revolutionary national liberation movements in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 
In this latter region, the triumph of Nicaragua, the fight toward a final offensive 
in El Salvador and the struggle now developing in Guatemala are factors related 

to the fight of the Chilean people, ae is the development of the etruggle in the 
Middle East and Africa. Our enemy is the same: imperialiem and its principal 
leader: American imperialieom. That is why there is a direct relationship between 
the objectives of the liberation struggle in Chile and, for example, those of the 
Palestinians in the Middle East and the POLISARIO Front in the Western Sahara. 


(Question) Does the MIR believe that the North-South dialog will be successful or 
does it favor the growing tendency toward South-South cooperation? 


[Anewer|) We are convinced that the dialog between the North and the South will not 
solve the problems of poor countries. The development of poor countries depends 
firet of all on their liberation and afterwards on the dialog between these devel- 
oping countries and the establishment of new economic relations between them. Only 
at euch a stage should one envisage the opening of a dialog with developed coun- 
tries. I say thie from the standpoint of establishing a position of strength for 
the poor countries because it would be absurd to expect the rich countries to pro- 
vide favorable solutions for the underdeveloped countries with no strings attached. 
That ie why we believe that the policy of nonalinement is a fundamental factor 

for the liberation and development of Third World nations. 


(Question) Therefore, your proposed government promises to follow a policy of 
nonal i gnment. 


[Anewer] Yes. 


[Question] Since Chile is a producer of copper, among other things, do you favor 
the creation of a kind of OPEC for raw materials? 


{[Anewer] Such organizations are necessary for the defnese of the value of raw 
materials. In our case, we favor the establishment of an organization of copper 
producers. 


[Question] Would it be viable in view of the differences marking the governments 
of copper-producing countries, to use but this example? 


{[Anewer] In order to attain this objective, it is indispensable to come to an 
agreement with nonalined nations in order to defend their resources to the maximum 
extent. 

















[Question] A nonalined Chile should necessarily leave the Organisation of American 
States, Would the MIR do thie? 


|Anewer) We believe that it would not be suitable to leave an organization such as 
the OAS. For example, Nicaragua was able to remain in it. In principle, we expect 
to remain in that international organisation ae long as possible, but it will be 
the objective conditions at the time of our presence that will determine whether 
we leave or remain. 


[Question] In conclusion, under the leadership of the MIR, Chile would be a 
people's republic, a democracy in the strict sense of the word, 4 socialist re- 
public? 


[Anewer] We believe and are fighting for the building of a people's democracy 
based on 4 People's Assembly in which all political forces, all the social sectors 
that are fighting the dictatorship, would be represented. We are opposed to the 
reconstruction of a bourgeois democracy that was the constitutional basis of the 
Popular Unity Government. That is why 4 new constitution will have to revise the 
concept of the state and the government. 


11,464 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


M19 REJECTS AMNESTY, WILL CONTINUE ARMED STRUGGLE 
PA060133 Madrid EFE in Spanish 2320 GHT 5 Mar 61 


[Text] Bogota, 5 Mar (EFE)-<The 19 April Movement (M19), one of the country's 
most important guerrilla groups, has announced the activation of the armed struggle 
shortly after the congress approved a bill that grants conditional amnesty to 
guerrillas. 


The subversive group sent from the underground a communique to the Bogota news 
media that warned that "since it is not a general amnesty it does not accept it 
and therefore it will continue ite armed action." 


The amnesty bill was approved in a final debate by a vote of 94 against 10 and will 
become a law of the country once President Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala signs it. 


A government source commented that the law will benefit some 2,000 guerrillas who 
struggle in the country's urban and rural areas. 


However, the subversives who have been sentenced, convicted or are being tried in 
verbal court-martials are not covered by the amnesty. As a result of this, legal 
experts believe the law is unconstitutional. 


In a statement that they issued for the record in the plenary session of the 
senate, the legislators who oppose the law indicated that “there is no greater 
political or social value within the life of the state than the one regarding the 
existence of public peace." 


They also expressed their alarm over the fact that public problems are not solved 
through legal paths and their fear that instead of the confrontation of views, 
armed action is favored. They also expressed concern that the public powers have 
to spend huge sums in the instruments of repression instead of programs to improve 
the whole country. 


cso: 3010 
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COMMITTEE TO NEGOTIATE OTL DEAL WITH ALGERIA 
PA042249 Bogota Domestic Service in Spanish 1730 GMT 4 Mar 61 


[Text] Bogota--The national government will exchange Algerian crude oil for local 
agricultural produce through a trade agreement for approximately $150 million. 

The negotiation was proposed to the government by Algerian Ambassador Abdallah 
Fadil, who has held several technical talke with Agriculture Ministry and Colombian 
petroleum enterprise officials. 


Gustavo Dager Chadid, agriculture minister, played up the importance of the 
agreement and said it fulfills the desire of the government to strengthen the export 
of surplus agricultural items. If the deal with Algeria is successful, the country 
should cut by 50 percent ite need to import crude, bearing in mind that last year 
the country spent about $322 million on ofl imports. 


Dager Chadid said Colombia will send coffee, sugar, tobacco, rice, cacao, beef, 
cotton and bananas to Algeria. To finalize the negotiation, a committee including 
City Council Chairman Alfonso Palacio Rudas; Carlos Osea Escobar, deputy agriculture 
minister; Ecopetrol President Jose Fernando Isaza; Luis Carlos Villegas, under 
secretary of economic affairs at the Foreign Ministry; Antonio Hernandez, assistant 
to the agriculture minister; Antonio Velez, head of the Ecopetrol commercial 
division, and Raul Aguilar, industrial promotion institute manager, will go to 
Algeria on 13 March. 


The agriculture minister said this is the first time that Colombia has directly 
negotiated agricultural items with an Arab nation. This will achieve a new, 
possibly permanent market which will let the country export its agricultural 
surplus, he said. 


He finally noted that the agreement would be signed for 5 years at first but that 


it could be extended if the negotiation is successful to the two nations as it 
probably will be. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMB LA 


POLICE CATCH COMMUNICATIONS UNIT--Bogota, 4 Mar (EFE)--The communications commando 
unit of the 19 April Movement [M-19]), one of the most active in the country, was 
put out of commission today in Bogota. A military source informed EFE that the 
police had intercepted a van with three guerrillas and powerful broadcoast equip- 
ment. This group was apparently the one which interrupted the state television 
channels at night and broadcast revolutionary proclamations. The three guerrillas 
are Hermosa Guevara, a nurse; Eduardo Ortiz and Hugo Rico. These last two are 
electronic engineers in charge of the M-19 communications network. The military 
source informed EFE that the guerrillas had operated on the state television 
frequencies to interrupt image and sound transmissions on Tuesday night. Some 
weeks ago the M-19 guerrillas announced they would broadcast television programs 
on Colombian television channels. They made some 20 radio broadcasts. [Text } 
[PAO50354 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0303 GMT 5 Mar 81] 





ARMY THWARTS M-19 PLANS--Pereira, Colombia, 27 Feb (EFE)--The Colombian Army has 
broken up a terrorist plan by the 19 April Movement (M-19) to occupy five cities 

in southwestern Colombia and commemorate the first anniversary of the occupation 

of the Dominican embassy in Bogota. A spokesman of the army's 8th brigade said 
that during the occupations the M19 had planned to harangue the people about that 
terrorist action. On 27 February 1980 the M-19 seized more than 60 ambassadors 

and consuls and occupied the embassy for 61 days. The army confiscated strategic 
plans which indicated that Pueblo Rico, Quinchia and Anserma were among the towns 
that would be occupied today. On Thursday night, the M-19 set off two bombs in 
offices of the Summer Institute of Linguistics (ILV) in Bogota. The police 
reported there were no deaths. The guerrilla organization is demanding the departure 
of the ILV in order to release its official, U.S. citizen Chester Allen Bitterman, 
who was kidnapped on 12 January in Bogota. [Text] [PA280431 Madrid EFE in Spanish 
0106 GMT 28 Feb 81) 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


RADIO AMERICA LATINA DIRECTOR ON CARATO'S DECISION 
PAOLO1L5S San Jose Radio Noticias Del Continente in Spanish 0100 GMT 28 Feb 81 


[Commentary by Jose Francisco Aguilar Bulgarelli, director of Radio America Latina 
of San Jose: “Tell Me Who You Keep Company With") 


[Text) Im (?world) politics, the kind of politics practiced by statesmen, a 
leader's policy many times can be deduced from the kind of allies he has or the 
persons who support his decisions. It does not matter if a ruler acts in common 
agreement with a certain pressure group or if a number of his decisions are in 
line with his group's guidelines as long as he receives noisy support. In fact 
and in the practice, an alliance occurs and this is interpreted by the general 
public and international observers. 


In Central America and the Caribbean, there was a time when all political decisions 
were (?backed) or had to be applauded by the little group of U.S. and Latin American 
businessmen, politicians and militarymen who managed the complex circle of interests 
and pressures based on [words indistinct] in which the worst of the two Americas 

is concentrated. 


Thus it was that besides obtaining the applause of the community [words indistinct}, 
President Carazo also harvested (?slander and intrigue) with all the resentment 
of which these little groups of Miami are capable. 





That is why we view with concern that recently, in the wake of an unfortunate 
decision regarding Radio Noticias Del Continente, our president has been receiving 
precisely the delirious applause of [words indistinct] of Florida and a frown and 
the concern of the international culture community and world science, which 
supported previous decisions of his. 


If one has not become aware of the injustice of this decision, by only stopping 
to see who has supported it and who has criticized it, it is possible to deduce 
the measure's nature. And, of course, it has to be negative toward respect for the 


rights of free speech of peoples. 


As it was said a few days ago in a circle of European correspondents, it is like 
depriving the victim of an attack of his freedom while the attackers are investigated. 


We expect--as expected by international public opinion, which is concerned over 
the maintenance of freedoms and democracy in Costa Rica--that this decision will 
be corrected. We would like to hear talk again about having to rule with an eye 
on Miami. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


CARAZO'S ATTITUDE TOWARD JUDICIARY ‘SERIOUS ERROR' 
PAO31 308 San Jose Radio Relo| in Spanish 1730 GMT 2 Mar 81 
[Station editorial] 


[Text] The insolent and unusual letter which the president of the republic sent 
to the supreme court of justice is, no doubt, a serious error which harms and 
discredits Costa Rica. President Carazo, who speaks so much about human rights and 
peace, has altered the basic principle of respect for the institutional regime and 
for the powers of the republic. 


It is President Carazo, the executive, who should be the one who informs the 
judicial branch of what is going on within the executive branch. Aboslutely nothing 
has happened in the judicial branch, the corruption is in the executive branch. 


Two security ministers have fallen in 3 years and there are two accusations which 
the country must clear up: the smuggling of weapons and now the smuggling of 
Cubans. These are facts which seriously distort the image of this administration 
and which raise the possibility of corruption. We, the Costa Ricans, are waiting 
for replies, not for more lies or flowery speeches. The president of the republic 
cannot attack the judicial branch because it is investigating with independence 
and responsibility. Considering the attributions and majesty of the judicial 
power, his letter should be simply field away. 


We are deeply concerned over the government's attitude when it speaks of freedom 
of the press. It would seem that the information media should conceal anything 
that could in some way irk the presidential house. He confuses human rights with 
respect for freedom. It is unusual for a politicians like Mr Carazo to express 
feelings that we have heard and seen only in totalitarian regimes. 


We express our concern because the crisis is not only economic and fiscal but also 
of the values and the very essence of our institutions. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


LEGALITY OF DECREE CLOSING STATION QUESTIONABLE 
PAO31519 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 1200 GMT 3 Mar 81 


[Text] Sources in the office of the attorney general have said that it is not 
very probable that this office will be in favor of the closing down of Radio 
Noticias Del Continente. The sources said that there is no law on which this 
decree could be based since Costa Rica has been traditionally respectful of the 
freedom of the press, which has been institutionalized by legislators and even by 
our own press. 


In addition, it was said that the law on public administration is very severe for 
persons who disrespect the laws and their principles while holding posts as public 
officials. The sources said that since there is no law on which the government's 
action could be founded, because of these dispositions and because of the gravity 
of the regulatory context of the law on public administration, we will never agree 
with a document like the referent executive decree, which is not in line with legal 
dispositions now in effect. 


According to reports released to Radio Reloj, the attorney general's staff--at least 
most of it--bacxs what was said a few weeks ago by Minister of Justice Elizabeth 
Odio Benito to the effect that the executive decree ordering the temporary closing 
of Radio Noticias Del Continente is an illegal act, without the support of the law 
and detrimental to Costa Rican traditions which for years have demanded respect 

for the free expression of thought. 


Elsewhere, it was reported that the movement headed by some residents of Puente 
de Piedra and San Juan de Tibas against the operations of this radio station is 
increasing in size. 

A public demonstration of some importance is being organized for early in March 


to protest this member of the communications media, which one sector of the public 
considers is detrimental to our international image and our traditional democracy. 


CSO: 3010 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


WORLD MEDIA MEMBERS OFFER TO CARRY STATION'S NEWS 
PAO52010 Paris AFP in Spanish 1241 GMT 5 Mar 81 


[Text] San Jose, 5 Mar (AFP)--The management of Radio Noticias Del Continente 
has reported that many stations in the world have offered it time in their broad- 
casts in view of the possibility that the Costa Rican Government order may result 
in the station closing down temporarily. 


Sweden's International Radio, Radio Mexico International, Radio Education and the 
station of the National Autonomous University of Mexico as well as Radio Canada 
International, Radio Centre Viole of Montreal, Radio Cuzco and Radio Corporacion 

of Peru have placed their short-wave broadcasting spaces at the service of the Costa 
Rican station, says a report released tonight by Radio Noticias Del Continente. 


The solidarity with Radio Noticias Del Continente also includes several Spanish 
and West German stations as wel) as Radio Exito, Radio Noticias and Radio Tarqui 
of Ecuador. 


Important radio stations in Venezuela and Colombia have also sent notice that they 
will join the network, says Radio Noticias, and the newspapers with the widest 
circulation in Mexico, Venezuela, Nicaragua, Colombia, Ecuador, Dominican Republic, 
Peru and Panama have pledged to make space available to reproduce the station's 
reports. 


Several terrorist attacks, including an air raid and an attack by a commando group 
of former Somozist guards carrying Guatemalan documents, have been staged against 
the station. 


On 7 February, the authorities raided the station's installations and asserted 
that they had found an arms cache under confusing circumstances which have yet to 
be explained. 


Costa Rican President Rodrigo Carazo has asked the courts to close the station 
temporarily on the basis of this accusation from the police. 


Several South American countries have protested what they describe as meddling by 
Radio Noticias in their internal affairs. 


Radio Noticias Del Continente has been noted for its short-wave transmission of 
news of interest to Latin America. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


BRLEFS 


COMMITTEE D NIES HERNANDEZ-CROCAMO LINK=-The Committee of Solidarity with the People 
of Panama released a communique today emphatically denying that Abraham Crocamo 

has links with Plutarco Hernandez. It also said that it is absolutely false that 
Crocamo is in Panama and that the situation created around Plutarco Hernandez is 

a smokescreen to conceal an alleged plot involving Sandinist guerrillas. Crocamo 
was expelled from Costa Rica for attacking Torrijos and protesting the violation 

of human rights in Panama, the communique concluded. [Text] [PA010201 San Jose 
Radio Reloj in Spanish 0100 GMT 28 Feb 81) 


DECREE ON RADIO STATION--The executive decree which will suspend the license of 
Radio Noticias Del Continente may be published in the Official Gazette this week. 
Three days after the decree is published the station's license will be suspended 
after having received on the part of any person reasons to justify the operation 
of the radio station [sentence as heard]. The suspension will be in effect until 
the justice tribunals decide whether Radio Noticias Del Continente should be 
permitted to continue airing its programs. [Text] [PAO21524 San Jose Radio Reloj 
in Spanish 1200 GMT 2 Mar 81] 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


REPORTAGE ON FORMATION OF TERRITORIAL TROOPS 
Havana Province 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 18 Jan 81 pp 4-9 
[Article by Jose Cazanas Reyes: "Ready for Any Combat Mission") 


(Text) Santa Cruz, the prosperous town in northern Havana Province, has taken on 
another productive task: the firm resolution to form the MTT [Territorial Militia] 
in order to be ready and able to defend its piece of the fatherland if necessary. 


This important decision was made by its inhabitants last 22 November when they sym- 
bolically knelt on the ground and kissed the flag and swore to defend our socialist 
revolution until their last breath. A regiment was born. 


"That was a great day, just like this opportunity that permits us--youths and old 
people, men and women, who are not in the active or reserve military service--to 
defend ourselves against the Yankees if they try to attack us. They will not pass; 
you can be sure of that," Faustino Torres Ramos said. 


Faustino is an electrician at the Camilo Cienfuegos sugar mill. He and Domingo R. 
Batista, another electrician, are hard at work, finishing their work "because there 
are tests on the 5th and we start grinding on the 10th." These two comrades have 
worked at that sugar enterprise for more than 30 years. Both are over 50 and have 
had truly exemplary careers. 


They were two of the first comrades to join the glorious National Revolutionary Mi- 
litia. They founded the old Battalion 263 and participated in the Playa Giron Bat- 
tle, clearing out the Escambray, the October crisis and innumerable entrenchments 
and operations. Now, with a threatened fatherland, they are an example of this 
rich tradition that characterizes our people. 





"Here, as before, we have founded a battalion in the mill. We again, of course, 
feel the enthusiasm of the first time but have the experience of 22 years. It is 
necessary to determine everyone's readiness, even of the oldest people. it was 
necessary to fill out the unit because it was very large," Faustino said. He is 
second staff chief of a battalion. 


The Camilo Cienfuegos mill, formerly Hershey, was founded in 1918. Since the be- 
ginning, it was a determining factor in the economic life of the region. In slack 
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time, there was hunger. When the harvest came, it was necessary to fight for a 
job as cutter or substitute in the mill and work a few days to pay old debts, 


To this painful memory, it was necessary (Oo add the contemptuous look of the Yankee 
owner who, as further humiliation, reserved Live vest jobs for his own people and 
forbade passage even around the outskirts of is ostentatious mansion in the sugar 
—* compound, We will not even mention treatment of the blacks. That is how 
things were. 


"As much as they wanted to divide us, Ley never succeeded, On the contrary, it 
was as if all of us had been born and raised here; we helped each other as much as 
possible. We acted as brothers in such @ way that when the revolution triumphed, 
we already had a certain tradition of unity and struggle. This is precisely where 
we laborers and workers of the mill began to make 'history,'" indicated Domingo R. 
Batista, 


Four new chimneys, the last constructed re  ntly, characterize this industrious 

work center whose potential daily grinding norm has risen to 600,000 arrobas. As 
a mill-refinery, it also receives and processes raw sugar from six mills ‘n Havana 
Province at the rate of 1,000 tons daily for an annual production of 200,000 tons. 


The Rio Blanco Valley can be easily seen from outside the mill. It ir the only 

Gane area in the municipality, consisting of 12 million arrobas of cane. The land- 

scape is truly beautiful and refreshing. it looks like an immense tapestry with 

= green here and there, at times marbled by the lead gray of a flowering cane 
ield. 


Faustino Torres Ramos commented: "We will have a good harvest this year. The cane 
is very good; it has been cold enough for proper ripening. There is tremendous en- 
thusiagm to achieve high production. Now that the mill is ours, our people's, we 
are capable of anything. We can respond to Fidel's words to give everything to 
production and defense." 


Present, Future of Santa Cruz 


If the Rio Blanco Valley is pleasing to the eye, so is what can be seen from one 
of the neighboring hille--the town of Santa Cruz. According to its development 
prospects, it will be a city of industrial and agricultural production by the year 
2000. The first thing noticed are the dozens of brightly colored multifamily 
buildings built by the revolution. They almost hide the very old buildings that 
began to proliferate on both sides of the clean, straight streets after the town 
was founded in 1933. 


"Going from those buildings and following the 48-kilometer shoreline, there is a 
project for some 2,000 apartments. On the esplanade, earth is being moved to build 
@ powerplant. Behind the hill, the first steps have been taken to build the lar- 
gest cardboard and Bristol board factory in the country. The large buildings over 
there are the expansion of the Santa Cruz rum factory. With the investments made, 
it can produce about 35 million liters of Havana Club rum and 12 million liters of 
cordial," explained Roberto Perez Leon, president of the municipal people's gov- 
ernment assembly, who accompanied the reporters. 
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Robertico, as everyone there calls him, showed us the above with visible pride and 
satisfaction, He is a native of Santa Crug. In spite of being only 43 years old, 
he Knew the sequel of misery and hunger left by capitaliam as well as the bold ef- 
frote made by the new society to take its residents out of backwardness. 


"We will never be able to forget how we survived. It was impossible to get work; 
there was none. To get some idea, it suffices to say that the town now needs to 
bring in manpower from other parts of the province because we do not have enough 
able men and women. The municipality has 376.5 square kilometers and a population 
of 26,244," added comrade Perez Leon. 


The main economic sectors in Santa Cruz are the sugar industry, the beverage can- 
plex, the bagasse board factory and livestock. Smaller sectors are the hydrogenated 
oil and grease factory, fishing, three tourist areas, the national centrifuge fac- 
tory, etc. 


All in MTT or Reserves 


From up on the hill that we use as a lookout, we can see a good part of the work 
that the town has done in livestock. There are several modern dairies with their 
white walls and red roofs, pastures where the fine livestock grazes, feeding cen- 
ters, etc. This was all done on poor land where the marabou barely survived. 


"Everything seen there is part of the dairy work of the town. It has 117 modern 
dairies, all with mechanical milking. Last year we produced 46 million liters of 
milk, higher than all previous years. In the future, we will produce more, based 
on our prospects," revealed Manuel Dominguez Plaza, administrator of the Santa Cruz 
del Norte Livestock Breeding district, one of the seven districts. 


Dominguez is very involved in the specialty to which he has devoted many years of 
his life. His rich experience would fill a book. This affable and articulate man 
was a member of the Rebel Army. He fought the tyranny as a member of Column No, 16 
of the Frank Pais Second Eastern Front. He is also chairman of the Municipal Com- 
mittee for Soldiers and a great promotor of everything involved with the MTT. He 


emphasized: 


"There are already about 100 of us from the livestock breeding district in these 
new troops. They are very good and brave comrades; to defend this, they are capable 
of anything. Everyone belongs here. Anyone who does not belong to the reserve is al- 


ready signed up in the MIT. They tell us it is necessary to take measures so that 
the livestock breeding units are not without personnel." 


Comrade Genaro Hernandez Medina, one of the three comrades who work at the dairy 
or Genetic Unit No. 12, is one of these men. We met him just as he was getting the 
animals ready for the afternoon milking. 


"Here they /know/ [in boldface) just like people do. They usually come and take 
their places for milking but their food better be on time. If not, they are dis- 
satisfied and give less milk. They had a big part in the milk record that the 
province set last year. A millionaire production unit flag flies at the entrance 
to the diary." 





A founder of the National Revolutionary Militia, this cattleman was also 
the first to join the troops organized now "because anyone who thinks a 
procrastinates is wishy-washy. There cannot be indifference about the revolution, 
much less about defending it." 


Giant Born, Woman Also Present 


One day in April 1972, Commander in Chief Fidel Castro visited the Santa Cruz rum 
factory. He was accompanied by the production chief of the center, comrade Roberto 
Milian — Who answered the many questions that the head of the revolution 


That important visit led to Fidel's initiative to use the installed capacity to 
distill alcohol and make some investments to expand the factory. This decision 
made all the workers happy. First there were plans and then the execution of the 
project; the old rum factory is a complex today. 


Milian said: "Industrial Construction Brigade No. 9 built all this. The expansion 
continues. The alcohol, yeast and carbonic-acid gas factories will start operat- 
ing this year. The Santa Cruz Beverage Complex has the capacity to produce about 
3 million liters of Havana Club rum and some 12 million liters of cordial a year 
with the biochemical and chemical processes of its advanced technology." 


The complex is highly automated and only requires a few ,wodred workers. It is so 
large that it is almost impossible to see it in one glance or take a picture of it 
except from the air. 


Many of its collective have joined the MIT. They include: Milian, the production 
chief; and his wife, Maria Elena Figueroa--an internationalist worker like him-- 
Neyda Mesas Leon and Juana Calvo Rodriguez, three laboratory workers. They said: 





"In each project of the revolution, woman has to be present. Therefore, in this 
most sacred project--defending the revolution--how could we not be. We also super- 
vise the training of our children and, as much as possible, try to continually im- 
prove the rum that we make in order to make it unrivaled." 


MTT in Each Work Center 


Santa Cruz is a hard-working, hospitable tow. It is enough to visit it for only 
a few hours and strike up a conversation with its residents to become convinced 
that, with the overflowing human and revolutionary quality there, the solid posi- 
tion that they maintain toward defense and production is no exaggeration. 


In the middle of last July, the party, the people's government, the UJC [Union of 
Young Communists], the administrations, the unions, the mass organizations and 
ANAP [National Association of Small Farmers] took on the arduous task of carrying 
out the preliminary steps to form the MTT. The units of the FAR [Revolutionary 
Armed Forces) and MININT (Ministry of the Interior] which protect the region are 


also participating. 


Work center after work center--42 in all--was the object of the created committees. 
Through discussions, analyses and assemblies, they selected the future members 
from those who asked to join. 
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because of their advanced age 





ay stated Alberto Fernandez, first secretary of the party munici 
added: 


"All the members of the MTT have already had firing practice while 
and political chiefs are taking a special training course. As can 
organization of the MTT is advanced so we are in the position toc 
combat mission against an enemy that dares to attack us." 


Granma, Santiago Provinces 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish | Feb 81 pp 4-7 
[Article by Jorge Luis Blanco: "Militia Chronicle") 
[Text] When they told me that I was assigned to report the acts of constitution of 
the MITT in Granma Province and in Segundo Frente in Santiago de Cuba, the first 
question that went through my head was what journalistic style to use. 
A few hours before the ceremony started in Guisa, I thought that a simple account 


would not reflect the splendor and emotion of this moment when hundreds of men and 
women swore to defend the fatherland until their last breath. 
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I told myself: I will present a report. I will walk through the streets of this 
city in the spurs of the Sierra Maestra. I will go to the work centers, the 
achools, everywhere. I will talk to its residents, with those who, a little while 
a, Se dressed as militiamen with a “pepecha" [Soviet PPSCH machinegun] 

nh eir . 


I failed because I did not meet anyone. There was only a girl who explained to me: 
"Do not continue looking; everyone is at the stadium where the ceremony is going 
to be held. I am going there too and it is ready to begin. Do not ask more; hurry 
so you will not be late." 


The girl started running. I decided to follow her, thinking that I could not do 
the report I planned. 


reached the baseball stadium after striving to elude an enthusiastic and revolu- 
ionary crowd that was chanting mottoes. The ceremony of the oath and presenta- 
ion of the combat banners and pennants to the units of the MTT had already begun. 
took out my notebook and pen and went to find a /little gap/ [in boldface] in 
the already filled tiers. 


msc? ct ee 


The first note that I made was that /here, where the Rebel Army fought one of its 
bloodiest battles, the workers, peasants, students, men and women of the town join 
the MTT as a mass to defend the socialist fatherland at any cost/ [in boldface). 





Then | thought that I could start the report like that. That was something. ! 
continued taking notes: reading of oath by one of the members of the MTT; ratifi- 
cation of oath with a signature while the words spoken by our commander in chief 

on 16 April 1961 are heard; and Brig Gen Nestor Lopez Cuba and Lt Col Tete Puebla, 
both members of the Central Comittee of the party, symbolically presented Lne arms 
that the units here carry Lo Heinaico Pera Camora and Maria Milagros Quesaua Correos, 


Then it occurred to me to interview Reinaldo and Maria Milagros. 


1 arrived at the formation of militiamen and very quietly started to talk, first 
with the primary school teacher from Aivaro Morales School. She told me that she 
had two children who were in the audience watching their mother who was a Conrado 
Benitez literacy teacher and is now organizer of the CDR (Committee for the Defense 
of the Revolution] to which she belongs and emulation official in her work center. 
The children's father--a reservist of the FAR--takes care of them when she has com- 
bat training classes. She said she was very happy for the opportunity to defend 
the fatherland. "The Yankees better not come because they will find out what the 
Cuban women are capable of." 


Then came Reinaldo Pena Zamora, a construction worker, militiaman since 1959 and 
an internationalist worker in Vietnam and Angola. These were his words: 


"Listen, comrade; you have seen how many militiamen are here! I believe all Guisa 
is here! It is not only the quantity but the quality. If the imperialists make 
@ mistake, they will have to keep ahead of us all through these mountains. The 
militiamen of Granma are prepared to fight to the last bullet--or the last rock-- 
and there are plenty in this area! I have asked myself how many hours Batista 
would have lasted facing all these men and their 'pepecha' today." 


Later, when our commander in chief summarized this act of constitution of the MTT, 
I again remembered Reinaldo Pena Zamora. That was when Fidel said: 


"The fight for independence began in Granma in 1868; in 1895 this was again one of 
the first places where they began to fight. The Granma landed in Granma with 62 
people. In Granma we had our first battles and we faced our first disappointments 
and our greatest problems. In Granma we met with the support and encouragement of 
the people. There were very few of us. I do not know what would have happened and 
how long Batista's army would have lasted if we had had these troops that are here 
in the Sierra Maestra, the 1,000 automatic weapons that you have. Perhaps we would 
have had to fire the guns shot by shot because it seems to me that we were out of 
bullets." 


I looked at the formation of militiamen and I saw how firmly Reinaldo held the gun 
in his laborer's hands, his gun, our gun. I thought that perhaps | could write a 

chronicle about the internationalist builder of Hanoi and Cabinda, the militiaman 

of the Sierra Maestra who told me that his "pepecha" will always be shooting at 
the imperialist enemy. I abandoned this idea because I would have to write a 
——— chronicles about the thousand Reinaldos who swore today to die for the 
ather land. 


I went to Segundo Frente in Santiago de Cuba Province where the other act of con- 
stitution of the MTT would be held, still not knowing how to reflect in print the 
emotions experienced on this day of revolutionary reaffirmation. 
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In the mausoleum at the foot of the Micara mountains in Mayari Arriba which holds 
the remains of the soldiers of the Frank Pais Second Eastern Front who died during 
the revolutionary war, 4 battalion and a company of MTT were formed. 


Report? Chronicle? Account? They were questions that hammered at me constantly. 


I went to the audience that applauded their relatives and friends who today became 
part of a new and powerful force to defend the conquests. 


There amid the applause of the residents of Mayari Arriba, I met Manolito, a second- 
grade student from Tania la Guerrillera School. He was on his grandfather's shoul- 
ders “because 1 want to see Mommy and Daddy who are the militiamen over there. Do 
you see then? When I am big, | am going to be like them and have a gun like them." 


I also talked with Mario and Lidia, a pair who were still on their "honeymoon" 

"but we did not want to miss this ceremony in which the people once more demonstrate 
their loyalty to the revolution. If we are all ready to take a step forward, it is 
for something. The imperialists better keep this in mind!" 


I thought a good topic would be to speak of what this town was before and is now. 
If these men and women take up guns and are ready to give up their lives, "it is 
for something." 


Yes, it is so that those happy and strong children never again die victims of po- 

liomyelitis or gastroenteritis or many other diseases that were part of their heri- 

tage. It is to defend each brick of the new hospital, 

not frighten anyone, the desks and notebooks and pencils of those children whom 

the revolution--soc ialism--will not permit to be i or 

and human dignity of each man and woman. It is in defense of the sweat of the 
in 


peasants who today form their cooperative “Peasant Congress 
nine cooperatives that have more than 341 members. 





Yes, “it is for something." They have enough reasons, as Army 
said, to fight "in defense of these achievements and the future of well-being that 
we are constructing, to impede at any cost a return to the capitalist past that 
was exemplified here in all its cruelty." 


There will not be a return to the past. They and their guns will defend here with 
the same courage as Hatuey, the mambises, the peasants of Realengo 18, those who 
fought and died in the last revolutionary war, the militiamen at Playa Giron 
battle and the October crisis as well as internationalist combatants in Angola and 
Ethiopia. 


Perhaps at the last minute, when the issue is ready to go to press, it will occur 
to me to wite achronicle. Or did these militiamen today wite the best chronicle? 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


PROTESTS DISRUPT GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED YOUTH MEETING 





Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 8 Feb 81 p 3 


[Text] Rouseau, Dominica, Saturday, (CANA)--A Government-sponsored one-day 
youth consultation opened here in a storm of protests touched off as Youth 
Minister Charles Maynard began 4 speech. 


The executive of the last National Youth Council (NYC) along with representa- 
tives of other groups including the newly-formed National Union of Students 
walked out of the consultation, which was convened by the Youth Ministry to 
discuss the recommendations of a Government-appointed Commission which studied 
the affaires of the NYC. 


The Commission itself was set up after complaints that the last elections which 
brought the NYC executive to office, were rigged. 


Controversy arose when Mr Maynard made his way to address the participants 
representing youth groups from all over the island. 


Some participants called for a vote on whether the agenda drawn up for the meet- 
ing should be adopted before Mr Maynard spoke. 


Before the vote was taken President of the NYC, Severin McKenzie charged that 
both Government and the Youth Division wanted to “dictate to the youth what they 
were going to stand for.” 


Mr Maynard in his address called on the participants to make the necessary deci- 
sions which he said would benefit the council and warned that "no group should 
be satisfied if a minority was charting the future of youth in Dominica." 


He announced government plans to set up a dried fruit project with funds 
cotalling EC $60,000 as part of efforts to enhance employment prospects. 


As the consultation continued, there were charges of political interference, 


ideological battles and charges of violations of human rights, by the partici- 
ts. 


cSoO: 3025 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL, SALVADOR 


GUERRILLA AMNESTY EXTENDED FOR ANOTHER MONTH 
PAO51540 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2027 GMT 4 Mar 61 


{Text} San Salvador, 4 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--Jose Napoleon Duarte, president of the 
Salvadoran Government junta, today extended for another month the deadline for the 
amnesty for guerrillas. 


"More than 1,500 guerrillas have benefitted from the amnesty. Due to these 
successful results, it has been decided that the amnesty offer should be extended 
for another month,” Duarte explained. 


The amnesty was announced on 15 October 1981, 1 year after the ousting of Gen Carlos 
Humberto Romero in a coup which brought a civilian-military junta into power. 


The amnesty went into effect for 3 months beginning on 11 December 1980. 

. 
The amnesty protects all guerrillas or leftists who lay down their weapons and who 
peacefully turn themselves in to the security corps or the army, which guarantee 
them their physical integrity and some aid or will provide them with a safe-conduct 
to leave the country. 


The amnesty does not cover either the members of the military or any guerrilla 
avaiting trial. 


The attorney general, a militaryman and a priest comprise the amnesty commission. 


cso: 3010 





COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


NEWSPAPER ON INTERNATIONAL INTEREST IN COUNTRY 
PA270223 San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 25 Feb 81 p 6 
{[Editor’al: “El Salvador At the World Level"] 


[Excerpts] El Salvador, the smallest country in Central America, has become 

known internationally to the degree that it is mentioned daily by the U.S. president 
and his top aides. According to reports published daily, not a day passes without 
President Reagan or General Haig referring to El Salvador. Observers note that 

El Salvador is discussed in all languages of the world through the radio and 


newspapers. 


Our country is known internationally and ite name is mentioned with great interest 
by Brezhnev in the Soviet Union and Juan Carlos in Spain and other world leaders. 
There is more interest on El Salvador and on what could occur here than on what 
occurred in Nicaragua. Perhaps this is because in 1978 mankind refused to believe 
in the victory of the Sandinist guerrilla. Neither did mankind believe in a U.S. 
armed intervention because there were fears then of the internationalization of a 
conflict in Central America or any other point in Latin America. 


At the present time things have changed. As one of President Reagan's spokesmen 
said a few hours ago in Washington: "There is a new administration and different 
decisions in the United States." 


Unfortunately for the long-suffering and anguished Salvadorans, this small country 
is the focus of world attention, and one mistake would be enough to set off a bomh 
in our country which could result in the immediate internationalization of the 
struggle and subsequently World War III. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL, SALVADOR 


MULTINATIONAL FIRMS' VIEW OF VIOLENCE IN AREA WRONG 
PA220000 San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 20 Feb 81 p 3 


[Commentary by Jorge Alberto Blanco Gallo: "Allies of 'Soviet-Cuban Intervention' 
in Latin America" ] 





[Text] Those who are currently working for the U.S. multinational firme are busy 
preparing information for the mass media, and their positions on Latin American 
problems are almost brazen. 


For instance, they are saying that the cause of the current violence in Latin 
America is "Soviet-Cuban intervention;" that the government leaders in Panama, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Ecuador and so forth are allies of "Soviet-Cuban intervention" 
and so they are committed to the revolutionary sectors struggling for social changes. 


Those positions are not only false but almost insolent. 


If we were to give an objective explanation why those Latin American rulers are 
being portrayed as allies of "Soviet-Cuban intervention,” it would be the struggle 
for self-determination and the defense of the natural resources and manpower of 
those governments and their peoples. 


The cases of Mexico, Panama and Nicaragua are sufficiently illustrative of this. 


Mexico is one of the biggest oil-producing countries in the world and the U.S. 
transnationals are interested in controlling and having a monopoly over that oil. 
Therefore, it is no accident that, out of solidarity, Mexico should defend the right 
to nonintervention and self-determination of peoples. 


As we know, the people of Panama have waged a struggle to recover the canal in 
the last few years which cost blood and had the solidarity of the democratic 
forces in America and throughout the whole world. 

Nicaragua is defending its hard-won right to self-determination. 


Hence, those nations see intervention in any Latin American country as an action 
harmful to their own sovereignty. 


But the publicity agents of the U.S. transnationals want to paint red any effort 
by the people to become the masters of their destiny. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


LANDOWNERS FILE WRIT AGAINST AGRARIAN REFORM 
PAO52028 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0033 GMT 5 Mar 81 


[Text] San Salvador, 4 Mar (ACAN-EFE)=--A group of landowners dispossessed by the 
agrarian reform have presented a writ to the supreme court, seeking to recover 


their property. 


The landowners have formed a "committee of those affected by the agrarian reforn." 
They claim that the reform is unconstitutional because the government junta had 
accepted the political constitution when it assumed power on 15 October 1979. 


They further claim that the agrarian reform violates the constitution "because 
neither the public usefulness nor the social interest of the expropriation have 
been legally confirmed." 


On 15 October 1979 a sector of the army, the self-styled “young officers" overthrew 
Gen Carlos Romero described as a rightist. He was supported by the Salvadoran 
oligarchy composed mainly of 14 families which controlled the country's economy. 


The Salvadoran Government, following Romero's ouster, was formed by a government 
junta made up of two military officers and three civilians, who decreed the agrarian 
reform last year. 


Now, the landowners want the government, through the Central Reserve Bank, to pay 
them for the expropriated property in legal tender, because "the government is not 
above the law." 


The landowners committee says in ite writ that "the government, by taking over 

their land, has merely increased the size of its landholdings, which have always 
been the largest in the country, and up until now there has been no visible evidence 
of any good use given to the vast areas involved." 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


COL CLARAMOUNT DENIES 'LIES'=--We have received a letter from Col Ernesto A. Claramount 
denying what Sandinist guerrilla Orlando Tardencillac Espinosa said about him in 
an interview with this newspaper. Here is what Colonel Claramount says in his 
letter: "I am surprised, shocked and offended by the lies said about me in your 
newspaper. This is not the first time; last year you published two lies about me: 
one was that I was Colonel Majano's adviser. I have not seen him since I came 
back from Costa Rica. The other, is that I know who the assassin of Monsignor 
Romero is. On that occasion I asked for proof, but no proof could be presented 
because the charges were all lies. I am again reiterating that what that person, 
whom I have never met, has said on the television and now in your newspaper is a 
lie which I categorically deny." [Excerpt] [PA281419 San Salvador EL MUNDO in 
Spanish 26 Feb 81 p 1] 














COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


FURTHER DETAILS ON STRACHAN ADDRESS AT NONALIGNED MEETING 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 12 Feb 81 p 9 


[Excerpts] New Delhi, Wednesday (CANA-Reuter)--Grenada's near two-year-old 
revolution is under constant threat of destabilisation, the island's acting 
Foreign Minister told a non-aligned meeting in India yesterday. 


Selwyn Strachan (pronounced Strawn) told foreign ministers of the 96-nation 
movement, that Grenada was daily the subject of economic and political pres- 
sures, brought by what he called hostile circles. 


He said this was part of an undisguised and acknowledged effort to isolate, 
blockade and ultimately overthrow the Grenada revolution. 





The Grenada minister also called for the granting of "self determination" to 
the United States-administered Caribbean island of Puerto Rico. 


Mr Strachan said that the Caribbean was an area where the colonial power uses 
its presence to “undermine the sovereignty of all independent nations." 


"Our comrades in Nicaragua, Cuba and Panama who suffer from similar interven- 
tionist and destabilisation threats, have our eternal solidarity. 


"We continue to insist that Guantanamo Naval Base be returned to Cuba and 
that the illegal blockade (by the United States) be lifted. "He added that 
Grenada strongly opposed external intervention in the struggle of the El 
Salvadorean people. 


Mr Strachan criticised the “hostile attitude" of some industrialised countries 
to global negotiations on economic cooperation. He said that situations of 
increasing unemployment, current account deficits and foreign debts among devel- 
oping countries were further complicated by growing protectionism by the devel- 
oping countries. 


He said Grenada supported the deepening of "South-south" discussions--"Not as a 
replacement for the North-South dialogue, but to strengthen our negotiating 
position." 
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Mr Strachan said that the introduction of a three=tiler ald programme by oil 
producing developing nations and the ostablishment of the joint Veneguelae 
Mexico oil facility for Latin American and Caribbean countries was ‘a concrete 
manifestation of south-south conneration 


The Grenada Foreign Minister he . len 40 
recorded Grenada's support tor the raiestine Liberation Urganisation (FLU) as 


the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, and backed the Heng 
Samrin Government in Kampuchea. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


REVIEW OF ECONOMY PAINTS POOR PICTURE FOR GAINS IN 1981 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in Engliah 16 Feb 81 p 3 
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statement published by 
three unions now dead- 
locked with Government 
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new wages agreement. 

The Public Workers 
Union, Grenada Union 
of Teachers and Fhe 
Technical and Allied 
Workers Union have been 
negotiating with Govern- 
ment since last December 
but the talks broke down 
on January 21. 

The unions demand 
is for a 7.5 per 
cent salary increase this 





GRENADA 











ut i. “i 

i ch im if 

HITE RIH TE 
F * EE ß 


ne : 


= 32 atti! 
ei pais: 
ile ii ina 


Hh a 
ae 

















i 


TERE 





“ 
™ 
= 
= 


CSO: 


48 














COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


POLISH STUDENTS IN COUNTRY=-A 1l2=member party from the Socialist Union of Polish 
Students is now in Grenada as part of a tour of the Caribbean. The group, which 
arrived in the country last week, this afternoon met with representatives of the 
National Youth Organization and the National Students Council. The students also 
have visited a number of projects including cooperative farms. The Polish students’ 
next + ‘wee be Cuba. [FL262324 St George's Domestic Service in English 2300 GMT 
26 Fev 81 





TOURISM INCREASE--St. George's Grenada, Feb. 9 (CANA)--There was a 2.4 increase 
in the number of visitors to Grenada in 1980 compared with 1979, the Ministry 
of Tourism has stated here. The Ministry said that 4,106 more visitors came 
here in 1980 than in 1979. This was due mainly to a 5 percent increase in the 
total number of cruise ship passengers calling at Grenada. In fact, 1980 
recorded the largest number of passengers to arrive by cruise ships in the 
history of Grenada's cruise tourism. The number of cruise ships which called 
at Grenada also indicated an increase over 1979. In 1980, there were 236 cruise 
calls, compared to 200 in 1979--an increase of 18 per cent. With respect to 
stay-over visitors, the Ministry said an 8.8 percent decrease was recorded when 
compared with 1979. In 1979, 32,252 stay-over visitors came to Grenada, but 
last year the figure dropped to 29,418. Though there has been a decline in 

the traditional north American market, this has been made up for by an increase 
in the amount of visitors from Europe, the Ministry said. [Text] [Kingston 
THE GLEANER in English 16 Feb 81 p 2) 
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COUNTRY SECTLON GUATEMALA 


COLUMN ATTACKS 'NEW YORK TIMES’ VIEW ON EL SALVADOR 
PAOS2020 Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 25 Feb 81 p 2 
{"National Current Events” colum: “The Sophietry of the NEW YORK TIMES," Part IT) 


[Text) In order to diminish the importance of sending veapone to the Salvadoran 
guerrillas and, therefore, to minimize the guilt of the nations dedicated to 
promoting revolt in that country, the NEW YORK TIMES claims that, rather than the 
above, the “conditions” prevalent in the area constitute the cause for the develop- 
mente currently taking place there. It means that the cause must be sought in 
economic inequality, social injustice and other contradictions that are systemati- 
cally attributed to the capitalist society. With or without weapons, it hints, 

the result would be identical. 


Thie argument is very impressive, yet it is nothing more than mere sophistry. 

Social conflicts of the type mentioned have never constituted by themselves suitable 
tinder to ignite a revolution in the real sense of the word. They can create 
disturbances leading to a coup when there is someone to take advantage of the situa- 
tion or they can create what is known as a revolutionary situation. Without the 
purely subversive factor, the above indicated conflicts are peacefully resolved 

by institutional means. Pressure is brought to an end when demands are heeded 

and the appropriate changes are promoted in order to resolve dissatisfactions in 
accordance with their urgency and importance. 


if it were not this way, most oa the world's nations would be in a state of 
permanent revolution. Because the socioeconomic conditions that allegedly give 
rise to the current state of affairs in the area are common to almost all civilized 
suntries, be they industrialized or not. [Sentece as published] To a greater 
or lesser degree, almost all of these countries exhibit appreciable social and 
economic inequalities, popular sectors that are seriously lacking in many things 
end unequal conditions for access to wealth and other material goods. All of them 
have rich and poor, those who have in excess and those who lack even the most 
essential. 


‘he NEW YORK TIMES dedicated itself to investigating what is happening in its 
wh country instead of dedicating iteelf tc pontificating about other countries, 
it would find that conditions similar to those that exist in El Salvador exist 
in the United States. Archbishop Joseph Bernardin, of Cincinnati, for instance, 
has talked about the “infernal poverty” of some "5.5 million of its 50 million 
families, which live with incomes that are way below the subsistance level...The 








children of these families, he has affirmed, about 10 million in all, are intimately 
connected to this infernal reality marked by poverty and ite dehumanizing conse- 
quences..." The differences that might exist with regard to the conditions that 

the New York paper considers sufficient to provoke a revolution are proportional 

to the degree of development and to t\e volume of resources of a!) types ava cable 
in the place. Yet, and without the puiticipation of dury tratued and Linescod 
subversive agents they could never Lead Lo seuition, 


The same thing happens in most of Latin America due to an uncontrolled demographic 
growth that has made it impossible to provide auitab « resources to aatiafy the 
needs that stem from an uncontroilabie biich cate, Tt ia mot Hecceeary te seation 
any more examples; but in all fairness, if it were a matter of endorsing the 

NEW YORK TIMES assertion, there would perhaps be no more than three countries 

that could cast the first stone on the Salvadoran roof. The defects of this 
country have been magnified because of ite wmall territorial dimension. This 
circumstance was decisive in ite armed conflict with neighboring Honduras and in 
the future might lead to similar confrontations. But it does not play a determining 
role in the subversive developments that have placed it in the first plane of 
Soviet machinations aimed at taking over the Central American isthmus. 


In order to refute the NEW YORK TIMES affirmation one does not need to examine the 
many variante of the revolutionary phenomenon, since we are already confronting 

a specific form, that which some authors have billed an interventionist revolution-- 
or rather, revolution by interventionism--which is carried out by means of the 
intervention of foreign forces in support of the cells of the internal factions. 
This is the form that the Soviet Union assiduously practices throughout the world. 
This intervention has been evident in El Salvador since a military coup was staged 
against President Romero and it is strengthened by the presence of guerrilla groups 
supported, armed and directed from Cuba and other places. To affirm, then, that 
the internal "conditions" constitute cause for the existing violence is, more than 
a sophistry or a fallacy, a nonsense as big as that of those who do not want to 
admit that they are in the presence of an act of self-determination. If the 

NEW YORK TIMES were not as involved as it is in this pro-Soviet plot, one would 
have to ask it to be more serious when discussing these delicate matters. 


Of course, this is no idle nonsense. It has an important function. It seeks 

to justify foreign intervention in the isthmus and to distort all opposing actions, 
as one can already begin to see in the case of the blockade that the United States 
is considering in order to stop the supply of weapons to the rebels. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


TOWNSPEOPLE OFFER COOPERATION--Residente of Zacapa offered to cooperate with the 
army to fight communism after a group of persons tried to create unrest in the town 
with subversive propaganda and were chased away, according to army public relations 
officer Clemente Leon Diaz. [Begin Leon Diaz recording) There was no armed 
brigade or group. What happened was that some persons arrived to create unrest 
among the people, exploded some propaganda bombs and waved posters. As a result 

of this, concerned and unhappy townspeople went to the brigade commander to show 
their support, as they have done on other occasions. You have seen that the people 
in most of the towns in the region have supported the Guatemalan army in demonstra- 
tions in various places. fend recording) Captian Leon Diaz said that if towns- 
peoples brigades are created they would not be authorized by the law: [begin 
recording] The constitution clearly states that there is no justification for the 
existence of any paramilitary group or armed group besides the army. The army is 
one, cannot be divided and is fully capable of defending sovereignty and democracy 
in our republic. [end recording) [Text] [PA270157 Guatemala City Radio-Television 
Guatemala in Spanish 0400 GMT 26 Feb 81) 
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COUNTRY SECTLON GUYANA 


JAGAN PREDICTS STORM--London, 19 Feb (CANA)--Guyana's opposition leader Cheddi 
Jagan said today the country was in a “lull before the storm" following alleged 
rigging of general elections last December. He said there was dissension without 
President Forbes Burnham's People's National Congress (PNC) and widespread dissatis- 
faction among workers over the result of the election, called fraudulent by an 
international team of observers led by Lord Avebury of Britain. "With rising sugar 
prices and increasing taxes, the working clase will say ‘enough’ and will go on 
strike,” Dr Jagan told a presse conference in London. We declined to say when a 
revolt might take place but said his People's Progressive Party (PPP) was working 
within the trade unions to promote dissent. Dr Jagan, twice head of government 
during the 19508 and 1960s, said international support and outcry was vital to his 
cause. He cited the report by Lord Avebury and one by the U.S. State Department 

on human rights which spoke of a “significant curtailment (of human rights in 
Guyana) in the past 2 years." [Text] [FL241715 Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 
20 Feb 81 p 3) 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


PAPER SCORES HONDURAN-GUATEMALAN TIKAL DECLARATION 
PA050420 San Pedro SULA TIEMPO in Spanish 26 Feb 81 p 7 
[Article by Victor Meza] 


[Text] With a flurry of publicity, the various newspapers of the nation have 
carried partial or complete texts of the so-called "Tikal Declaration.” It is a 
document signed by the foreign ministers of Guatemala, Colombia and our country 
as a result of the recent meeting they held on 16 and 17 February in Tikal, "a 
place of great significance for all the peoples of America because it was the 
birthplace of the Maya culture," as stated in the joint declaration. 


At first glance, the document appears to be somewhat insignificant, something like 
one more protocolary declaration. However, it is not. Its implications deserve 
our attention and make it necessary to voice a concrete opinion to unmask the true 
intentions hiding behind the lyrical and flashy statements signed by the foreign 
ministers. 


They begin by declaring their adherence to the principles of nonintervention and 
self-determination of peoples and at the same time they condemn any type of inter- 
vention taking place in the area of Central America and the Caribbean. This is a 
way of hiding what is really going on. It is no secret that the only intervention 
going on in Central America is the intervention fostered by the U.S. Government 

with the help of the puppet governments of Guatemala and Honduras against the 
Salvadoran people. The open aggressiveness of the genocidal regime of Lucas Garcia, 
as well as the irritating hypocrisy of the Honduran regime toward Salvadoran 

events, leave no doubt in this regard and clearly show that there is no such respect 
for the principle of nonintervention or for the people's right to self-determination. 
The millions of collars of U.S. aid that daily arrives at Salvadoran airports is 
authentic evidence of U.S. intervention in the domestic affairs of that country. 

The insolent and arrogant statements made by the “nuclear hawk," Alexander Haig Jr., 
regarding his disposition toward intervention in any form in El Salvador, are more 
evidence that clearly shows who is really intervening in that country. 


The foreign ministers of Guatemala and Honduras represent two military regimes and, 
therefore, they represent, in essence, their two respective armies. In the case 

of the Honduran foreign minister, his uniform reaffirms his military status, as 

it did during that pleasant occasion in Lima, Peru, the signing of the peace treaty, 
when he looked almost like a Christmas tree, with his buckles, medals, bars, 
multicolor loops and so forth. If they represent their respective armies, it is 
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logical to assume that they are aware of the interventionist plana that the North 
Americans have designed at the purely military level. That is, the plans to use 
the “natives” [in English]--as the Gringoes call us--to repress the native revolu- 
tionaries. If this plan fails, then it can be supposed that the "brave Marines" 
of the empire, the supermen who once bit the dust, and other things, in Indochina, 
and who will surely undergo the same experience in Salvadoran territory, will make 
a majestic entrance. These are the plans. These are the real intentions, This 
is the real intervention in the area. 


The signatories of the Tikal declaration, not happy with falsely proclaiming their 
trust in the principle of self-determination of the people, discussed the matters 
of the people of Belize and of the Salvadoran people without any of their repre- 
sentatives being present. This iv also intervention and meddling in the ¢omestic 
affairs of other nations. 


To top the outrage they chose to call the declaration of Tikal, the foreign ministers 
of Guatemala and Honduras stated their pleasure in accepting the invitation that 

the Colombian foreign minister skillfully delivered for a forthcoming meeting in 

no other place than in San Andres, a small island presently in dispute between 
Colombia and Nicaragua and that on the basis of logic, geography and history, 
legitimately belongs to Nicaragua. As far as we know, the Honduran Foreign Ministry 
has not yet announced an official position in this regard, but Foreign Minister 
Elvir Sierra is hurrying to accept, somewhat between happily and naively, the 
malicious Colombian invitation. 


We could continue talking about other aspects of the Tikal declaration but it is 
not necessary. It is enough with pointing out the hypocrisy, the background and 
the veiled intentions hiding behind this document that the Foreign Ministry wants 
to present as another diplomatic victory of the gold embroidered colonel. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


NICARAGUAN AMBASSADOR STRESSES NEED FOR PEACE 
PA281934 San Pedro SULA TIEMPO in Spanish 21 Feb 8)  i0 


[Text] Dr Guillermo Suarez Rivas, Nicaragua's ambassador to Honduras, said 
yesterday he has no official information on clashes between army troops from the 
two countries. Such clashes have been reported by the Honduran Foreign Ministry. 


The Nicaraguan diplomat stated: "I have not received any official information 
from my government and I abide by the directions of the Foreign Ministry." 
Ambassador Suarez Rivas noted that his position cannot be based on news reports. 


The ambassador also noted that the Nicaraguan Government is interested in peace 
and "therefore does not have any policy of aggression or intervention against any 
people in the world." 


"I trust,” he added, "that both my country and Honduras do not have any aggressive 
plans and I believe that it is ungrateful children of Nicaragua, and not Honduran 

nationals, who are trying to deteriorate the relations between the two countries. 

They should realize that enough harm was done to the country with the regime that 

was sustained there and that dominated there for over 40 years." 


Regarding the security measures that the two countries have adopted, which include 
the quartering of troops near the border line, the Nicaraguan ambassador said that 
those are normal procedures that "can be adopted by any sovereign country." 


Regarding the alleged clash, Ambassador Suarez Rivas said that unfortunately it 
would not have been the first one. He recalled the seven members of the Sandinist 
Peoples Army and Sandinist Peoples Militia who were captured by Somozists at the 
end of last month. 


The ambassador said that this type of situation "is cause for alarm because Honduras 
and, especially, Nicaragua--whose economy has been ravaged--need to live in peace 
to be able to solve their domestic problems." 


The ambassador again justified the military presence on the border noting that they 
are there “to prevent assassins from entering Nicaragua."' Suarez Rivas said that 
the news media play an important role in relations of peace and calm among countries 
of the world. 
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Dr Rivas said: "The news media, please, must contribute to peace among the 
countries because they have influence on the people and give shape to opinions." 
The ambassador said that the role of the news media is fundamental for maintaining 
good relations. 


He stated: "This way, the news wedia would be helping the countries resolve their 
own problems, especially considering that the countries of the region form one 
single unit and problems can be solved through understanding and close relations 
among all the nations." 


The ambassador said he trusts the government of Honduras will be responsive to the 
goals of peace of the Nicaraguan Government and this will prevent any further 
little problems such as thie ones that have occurred on the border. He again 
emphasized, however, that he has no official information on the events that have 
been reported by the Honduran Foreign Ministry, according to which there was a 
confrontation between Honduran and Nicaraguan army troops in San Benito and Palo 
Verde. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


CENTRAL BANK PRESIDENT COMMENTS ON RESERVES 
PA272127 Tegucigalpa LA VOZ DE HONDURAS in Spanish 1145 GMT 27 Feb 81 


[Excerpt] Yesterday it was announced on this station that Honduras' international 
reserves amounted to only 44 million lempiras. What can the president of the Central 
Bank say about this? Here is Gustavo Rubi's report: 


[Begin recording) [Question] Is it true that at present there are only 44 million 
lempiras in international reserves in the Central Bank? 


[Answer] Thank you, Mr Rubi. Here is the most recent report on the Central 
Bank's international monetary reserves. In this manner you will be able to check 
on the figures to which I will refer. 


The international monetary reserves of this institution decreased from 1979 to 1980. 
We cannot deny that this decreasing process has continued during the first 2 months 
of this year. But it is one thing to say that the international reserves have 
decreased and another to affirm that we have only enough dollars to pay for 6 or 

7 days of imports. Naturally, this is totally incorrect. Nor is it true, as I 
read in one of the local newspapers, that our international reserves currently 
amount to only $22 million. 


If we take a look at the figures, we can see that from December 1979 to December 
1980, the country lost approximately 140 million lempiras from its net reserves, 
thus leaving a balance of 220 million lempiras at the end of 1980. From 31 December 
1980 to 17 February 1981, which is the date for the last data, we lost only 30 
million lempiras. So, at present, the country has 278 million lempiras in gross 
reserves and 190 million in net reserves, if one deducts the short-term Central 
Bank's obligations. 


As you can see, Mr Rubi, it is not correct then to say that the country does not 
have enough international reserves. In short, in 1980, the country lost 140 

million lempiras and this year it has lost only 30 million. To sum it up, there 
should be no doubt as to the stability of the national currency, not only because 
our government is aware that it must confront the current situation, but because 
Honduras has the determined support of the international financial organizations. 


[Question] How solid is the lempira as compared to the other Central American 
countries? 


58 








[Answer] I have always said that despite the unfavorable developments that our 
economy has been experiencing since 1980, perhaps we Hondurans have been the most 
fortunate during the aforementioned period, If we take a look at three countries-- 
which I will not mention here because it is not necessary--we will find that in 
1980 they kept reporting negative international reserves. In other words, it is 
not only that their reserves are small or low, but that they have no reserves at 
all, Those countries do have a serious monetary and financial crisis and serious 
problems to be resolved in the future. 


That is not Honduras’ case. Our international reserve till allow us to maintain 


promising future economic possibilities. Although 19.0 as not a good year for us, 
for a large number of well-known reasons, in 1981 we *r receiving only the secondary 
effects of the 1980 crisis. Still, we have internat « l reserves, we have inter- 


national credit and our government has a decisionmaki capacity. I am sure that 
the government will very soon--perhaps in just 72 hours--implement correct measures 
that will give the country the chance to continue working on a national development 
plan that will improve [words indistinct] in the future. [end recording] 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


PEASANT INVASION--Tegucigalpa, 4 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--A peasant died, another is missing, 
and several were wounded during a confrontation of peasants with people who work 
for some landowners in Comayagua department, in Honduras' central region, this 
morning. Faustino Rodriguez, secretary of arbitration of the Social Christian 
National Union of Peasants (UNC), has reported that a group of peasants were 
involved in a land recovery (invasion) in the "churumes" ranch when they were 
attacked by armed men. The ranch belongs to Nicolasa de Gastel, a widow, who has 
been a victim of intrusions by various groups which have destroyed sown fields of 
different kinds for more than 1 year without getting the agrarian and military 
authorities to give her any protection. The peasants, for their part, maintain 
that 2 years ago they charged that this farm exceeded the limits established by the 
agrarian reform and that they asked the National Agrarian Institute to give them 
the excess. Faustino Rodriguez said that Lucio Padilla was shot to death today 

and that Amado Rivera disappeared. He noted that the attackers were stewards from 
ranches owned by Rigoberto Alvarado, Julio Cesar Chicas and Donato Alvarado, and 
more than 15 armed men who work for Nicolasa de Gastel. The police in the area 
have intervened in the matter and made several arrests, while peasant commissions 
and agrarian authorities have gone to the scene of the incident to investigate 
further. [Text] [PAO52041 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2321 GMT 4 Mar 81] 


LARDIZABAL DENIES RIDICULING PRESIDENT--At the inauguration of the Eighth National 
Agriculture, Farming and Industry Exposition yesterday in Tipocalpa, Olancho 
department, Fernando Lardizabal, president of the National Federation of Farmers 
and Cattlemen of Honduras and president of the Honduran Private Enterprise Council, 
publicly clarified the distortion of statements he made in Tegucigalpa. Lardizabal 
said: I am obliged to make a clarifying statement at this time. Last Monday, 

in a Tegucigalpa newspaper it was said that I had ridiculed the president of the 
republic. I did no such thing because one can hardly ridicule an honest man. 

What I said is that the president of the republic had been so honest with us at 

a meeting that he told us that he had not been informed of a deficit in the national 
budget. If that is what prompted the newsman to say that I had ridiculed the 
president, then I would like to make this statement now to all of you: If calling 
a man honest is to ridicule him, well then, he is very well ridiculed. [Text] 
{[PA261955 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish 1130 GMT 26 Feb 81) 


SALYADORAN LEFTIST LEADER ARRESTED--San Jose, 21 Feb (AFP)--Spokesmen of Salvadoran 
opposition groups charged here today that Salvadoran leftwing leader Facundo 
Guardado, former secretary general of the Peoples Revolutionary Bloc (BPR), was 
arrested by Honduran authorities. According to them, Guardado was arrested by 





agents of the Honduran National Investigations Department (DIN) last 18 January in 
Comayagua department while he was on a mission for the Revolutionary Democratic 
Front (FDR) regarding (he situation of the Salvadoran refugees in that country. 
Concern was expressed by the spokeamen thet the Honduran authorities mieht turn the 
prisoner over to the Salvadoran pelice. Facunde Guardado wan arreatod tn Apri) 
1979 by the Salvadoran police. but the pressure by the BPR and other Sai vadoran 
popular organizations obliged the government of former President Romero to release 
him in May of that year. Meanwhile, the spokesmen said that the Salvadoran refugee 
camps on the Honduran border were moved back by Honduran authorities some & km 
into their territory. The atep, according to them, was taken apainet the will of 
the refugees and the organizations aiding them, and was intended to clear the border 
zone so that counterinsurgency operations could be jointly conducted with the 
Salvadoran army. [Text] [PA222128 Paris AFP in Spanish 2034 GMT 22 Feb 8&1) 


DECLINING COFFEE PRICES--Fernando Montes, manager of the Honduran Coffee Institute, 
seid a news conference at noon yesterday to announce revealing data about the national 
economy, particularly the impact on the economy of the decline of coffee prices 

on the international market. To begin with, Montes said that this year, because 
of the drop in coffee prices, Honduras will fail to receive the considerable sum 
of 150 million lempiras, in comparison with the preceding year. Montes also 
announced a very revealing fact: some coffee exporters leave their money abroad 
and this has greatly contributed to the lack of banking liquidity. Additionally, 
he said that this year 13 percent of the coffee crop was lost, which represents 
the respectable sum of 20 million lempiras. [Excerpt] [Report by Milton Mateo] 
[PA281628 Tegucigalpa Voz De Honduras Network in Spanish 1145 GMT 27 Feb 81) 
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SPAULDING RETAIN PNP LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


COMMITTEE NAMED TO STUDY STATUS OF BROADCASTING 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Feb 81 pp 1,15 


[Text] A ten-member committee has been established by government to look into 
proposals for appointing an impartial Broadcasting Commission, Prime Minister 
Edward Seaga announced yesterday. 


The committee is headed by Minister of State for Information Mr Edmund Bartlett, 
and includes the Chairmen of JBC and RJR. Main function of the proposed Broad- 
casting Commission will be to monitor government's broadcasting media, with a view 
to ensuring that it is operated on a non-political basis, a Jamaica House state- 
ment said. 


"Government is deeply concerned about the present general inadequacies of the 
laws governing the operations of the electronic media," the statement said “and 
consequently decided to establish the committee." 


It will review the present Broadcasting and Radio Rediffusion Act, and make 
recommendations to Cabinet for enactment of legislation to be known as the 
Broadcasting Commission Act. 


Members of the Broadcasting Commission will be appointed in the same fashion as 
members to the Electoral Advisory Committee, so as to ensure that they will be 
impartial. 


The committee will further review the operations of the Broadcasting Authority, 
with specific reference to its defects, lack of sanctions, and its openness to 
political abuse and manipulation, then make recommendations to correct these 
deficiencies. 


The new Broadcasting Commission will replace the Broadcasting Authority, and the 
committee is expected to report to Cabinet within eight weeks. 


Other members of the committee are: the director of Legal Reform, Mrs Shirley 
Miller; the chairman of the interim JBC Board, Mr Pat Rosseau; the chairman of 
RADIO JAMAICA, Rev C. Evans Bailey; Solicitor-General Mr A. B. Edwards; the 
general manager of JAMINTEL, Mr Trevor Minott; the Permanent Secretary in the 
Office of the Prime Minister, Dr Alan Kirton, or his nominee; the Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of the Public Utilities, or his nominee; the Execu- 
tive Director of the Agency for Public Information, Mr Ken Jones; and GLEANER 
columnist, Mr Wilmot Perkins. 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


DAIRY STRIKE SETTLED; MILK DUMPING DRAWS CRITICISM 

Worker Responsibility 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 16 Feb 81 p 6 
[Article by Carl Stone] 


[Excerpt] It is nothing short of incredible and scandalous that a country that 
has to go cap in hand to borrow money to feed its people can get itself into a 
situation where thousands of quarts of milk are dumped over a minor industrial 
dispute while most of the children in our land are underfed and inadequately 
nourished. 


The massive waste of fresh milk caused by the strike at United Dairy Farmers 
puts quite sharply into focus much of the criticisms that have been levelled 
against the trade union movement in this country. 


A settlement for work resumption had been reached. Workers were due to resume 
work on a phased basis. A disagreement arose between the workers and the manage- 
ment over the implementation of the agreement. By any normal or civilised 
approach to labour relations two things should happen. The workers should con- 
sult with their union leaders and between them decide how to handle the matter. 
Secondly, the new dispute should become a basis for further talks between the 
union and management to work towards a settlement. 


The workers would be within their rights to demand immediate negotiations on 
that new dispute and the management would be under pressure to respond immedi- 
ately out of fear of another work stoppage. The workers would be negotiating 
from a position of strength. The resumption of work would proceed unimpeded. 


What happened was quite another matter. The workers simply took matters into 
their own hands and continued the strike. The impotent union leadership did not 
have the moral authority or the leadership strength to counsel otherwise in the 
national interest. They are only able to tell workers what they want to hear. 
Great suffering and loss has been visited on farmers and consumers as the work- 
ers acted without any concern for the national interest, and without any sense 
of a responsibility to honour the work resumption agreement. 


What is even worse is that these workers will come out of this dispute further 
convinced that the best and only way to get one's objectives in industrial rela- 
tions is to impose as much hurt and pain on employers, consumers and all other 
interests adversely affected by work stoppages. Some JPS workers have made a 
fine art of that approach. 
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They slave plantation mentality that there is no community of interests in the 
society which should act as a moral constraint on what we do and how we do it 

is again demonstrated and reinforced. The slave society tradition that rela- 
tions between groups is a war of all against all untempered by moral constraints 
or regard for institution is again underlined. The abose of power and its use 
in ways that are unconstrained by morality or authority (which is the slave 
society inheritance) has again triumphed. 


Those who criticise the unions and the workers will be told that they are mouth- 
pieces of capitalist interests who are opposed to the working class. 


Of course these workers do not care a row of pins as to how what they do 
affects other workers or other sections of the working class. To them the whole 
idea of a larger interest beyond their immediate concerns is an illegitimate 
idea fostered by the privileged to dampen their militancy and to hold back the 
workers struggle. The trade union leaders blindly follow in a state of impo- 
tence that can only find excuses to cover up the irresponsible behaviour of the 
workers they represent. 


There is an important principle about labour relations that only a few of the 
many sections of Jamaican labour understand. When an economy is booming it is 
opportune and rational for workers to make militant demands to get a bigger 
piece of the cake of national income. Employers are making money and will 
accommodate demands for greater worker benefits and income. They have a great 
deal to lose from work stoppages. When profits are increasing workers have a 
just claim to a greater slice of the cake. 


When, however, an economy is declining and industries are barely surviving and 
sales and profits are dwindling that is a situation in which worker militancy is 
counterproductive. Industries could be closed down if labour disputes disrupt 
production too much. Lay-offs can increase if the industrial climate weakens 
the viability of companies. Workers and management need to pull more together 
toensure the survival of jobs and returns to capital. Labour militancy in this 
situation is like trying to get blood out of stone as most companies are experi- 
encing losses rather than increasing profits. 


Work Resumption 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 17 Feb 81 p 1 
[Text] An agreement was reached at the Ministry of Labour yesterday evening 
for phased work resumption at United Dairy Farmers Limited, King Street, King- 
ston, commencing with 42 maintenance workers this morning. 
Full resumption of all 116 unionised workers is expected by Monday morning. [he 


wage dispute which triggered the strike will be discussed at another meeting 
scheduled for the ministry next week Wednesday. 


Nairy farmers lost several thousand gallons of cow's milk during the strike 
which started on February 6, after wage negotiations between the management anc 
the BITU broke down and an ultimatum served on the company to finalise an agree- 
ment expired without any progress being achieved. 





Dairy farmers in several parishes were forced to dump thousands of gallons of 
milk normally supplied to the factory. Several large farmers lost sizeable 
amounts ranging up to $100,000 because of dumpings. Small dairy farmers were 
the worst affected as they have no equipment ' store milk. 


The company said it could hol resuwe che sogoiirations whlist the workers wer. 
on strike. An agreement was reached at the Ministry for a resumption of work 
last week, but the agreement fell through when the workers objected that two 

union delegates were not among the first selected to resume. 


Yesterday's meeting was chaired by Mr Glen Mitchell, assistant director of 
industrial relations at the Ministry. Mr R. C. Harty, chairman of U.D.F. 
and Mr Harper Richards of the BITU attended. 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


FLOUR FROM TRINIDAD IMPOUNDED, FOUND CONTAMINATED 
Kingston THE DAILY CLEANER in English 14 Feb 81 p 1 


[Text] A shipment of 2,000 bage of flour from Trinidad is being held on the 
waterfront because of uncertainty as to whether or not it is chemically polluted. 


The hold order, by the Storage and Infestations Division of the Ministry of 
Industry and Commerce, was issued because accompanying documents did not iden- 
tify the chemicals with which the containers in which the flour arrived had 
been treated, 


THE GLEANER understands that a further communication has identified the chemi- 
cals used for treating the containers as "Phostoxin, Ethylene Dibromide,and 
Methyl Bromide." It is understood that these preparations are used in fumi- 
gating processes, but their use in that combination is puzzling the technical 
people in the Division. 


Another shipment, of 1,000 bags, was condemned last week and diverted to animal 
feed manufacture, because of an extremely heavy infestation of weevils, rat 
droppings, and cockroaches in the containers in which it arrived. 


THE GLEANER understands that several shipments of flour have been arriving with 
unusually heavy weevil infestations. Live weevil counts have run as high as 
2,000 in a pound of flour, and the shipments have had to be treated with fumigants. 


International standards used to measure weevil infestation in flour regard a rate 
of 10 live insects per three kilograms (6.6 pounds) as heavy. 


Dangerous chemical contamination of flour imported in the island has on a number 
of occasions led to fatal poisoning of people in several areas of the country, 
and the Jamaican authorities have been demanding that flour shipments be accom- 
panied by certain certifications. 


However, on a number of occasions this requirement has not been adhered to. 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


MODERNIZATION OF BUSTAMANTE PCRT FACILITIES OUTLINED 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 16 Feb 81 p 1 


[Excerpt] A multi-million dollar programme to reorganise 
and modernise the facilities at Port Bustamante, Newport 
West, during this year, is to be embarked on by the Port 
Authority of Jamaica. 


Two tugs, a buoy tender and a work launch have already been acquired, at a cost 
of $14-million, in the first phase of the programme, to improve harbour serv- 
ices. 


Workshop facilities at the Harbours Department, Newport East, are being upgraded 
and staff trained with Norwegian assistance at a cost of $l-million. Of that 
amount, the Government of Norway is providing $150,000 for equipment already 
ordered. 


Norway has also provided assistance in the area of personnel, with the provision 
of a Harbour Master, Mr Joestein Ovstebo, and a Marine Superintendent, Mr Jeff 
Williams. 


A tug-master has also come on assignment from the Norwegian Government, to train 
local personnel. He has now left after a year here. 


In the latest phase of the modernisation programme, some $600,000 has been spent 
to import eight truck heads which arrived recently, to be used in the movements 
of containers on the container terminal. 


Most Modern 


Two gantry cranes, among the most modern in the world, have been ordered from the 
Canadian engineering firm, Dominica Bridge Company. The cranes, which cost 

U.S. $6 million, will arrive in August, and when erected in December, will bring 
to four the number of gantry cranes now being used here. 


The container terminal will be extended by a further 200 feet at a cost of $4- 
million. The extension programme begins in April and is aimed at providing 
space for the giant gantry cranes. 
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The modernisation programme also involves the change-over from gas lamps to 
solar lights in lighthouses and ship channels. The solar lighting system is 
now in use in Kingston and Port Royal, but the plan is to phase out gas lamps 
entirely and replace them with the solar lights. 


Plans are also in the pipeline for the use of solar lamps on the container 
terminal. 


Public Utilities and Transport Minister, the Hon. Alva Ross toured the Port on 
Friday, beginning at the Harbours Department, to see the programme being imple- 
mented. 


The Minister was then taken by sea aboard the buoy tender, Kingston II, to the 
trans-shipment port and Free Zone complex at Newport West. 


On the way he was shown the $18-million fish-processing plant now under construc- 


tion on five acres of land in the Free Zone. The plant is a joint venture by 
Norwegian and Jamaican interests. 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 
AID FROM ISRAEL--Opportunities open for scholarships to Jamicens (9 several 
fields of study in Israel were discussed on Tuesday by the “inister of |abour 
and the Public Service, the Hon. J.A.G. Smith, and the Israeli Ambassador to 
Jamaica, Mr Moshe Melamed, during a meeting at the Ministry of Labour. In the 


talks which centred on Israel's achievements in production and low unemployment 
rate, Mr Melamed also spoke of his country's ability to give technical assistance, 
especially in agricultural training. Mr Smith and Mr Melamed observed similari- 
ties and differences between the trade union movements in Jamaica and Israel. 

one similarity identified was that the movement in both countries preceded the 
development of political parties. 4 point of difference mentioned was that the 
Israeli trade union ‘Histadrut' was one of the largest employers of labour in 
Israe]. It was noted also that a high percentage of the working population were 
members of the Federation Trade Union. API [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER 
in English 14 Feb 81 p 2] 


VENEZUELAN EMBASSY UPGRADING--The Embassy of Venezuela in Jamaica has been up- 

graded by President Herrera from Grade C to Grade A. This means that the Vene- 
zuelan Ambassador to Jamaica will rank in the same category as his conferees in 
Washington, London or Moscow. Congratulations! It shows how highly President 
Herrera thinks of Jamaica. [Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 

14 Feb 81 p 3] 


JLP EXPULSIONS--Ten members of the Jamaica Labour Party who were nominated as 
Independent candidates in Wednesday's Nomination for the Municipal and Parish 
Council elections on March 2, have been expelled by the party. A top JLP 
spokesman told the GLEANER last night that the ten were “known supporters and 
members of the JLP" in the areas in which they stood for nomination. “To have 
had themselves nominated a candidates in electoral divisions in which the JLP 
has officially nominated other persons as candidates, constitutes a breach of 
the party's constitution," the spokesman said. There were unmistakeable signs 
that the new Government was deliberately embarking on a programme of censorship 
against press freedom, and victimisation, while displaying undisguished anti- 
worker attitudes. The latest outrage at JBC is yet another case in a growing 
chain of events. The JBC workers and their union, the National Workers Union, 
are correctly seeking redress through the provisions of the Industrial Rela- 
tions system won over decades of struggle and enshrined in legislation by the 
last PNP Government. All decent Jamaicans hope that justice will prevail. In 
the meantime all those who wish to preserve our democractic rights must begin 
to prepare themselves for the struggles that inevitably lie ahead." [Text] 
{Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Feb 81 p 15] 
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SMALL BUSINESS LOANS--Some U.S.$5-million in foreign exchange is now avail- 
able specifically for small and medium-sized businesses for the purchase of 
machinery, equipment and raw materials. This was announced by the Managing 
Director of the Small Industries Finance Company Limited (SIF-CO), Mr Barrie 
A. Walker in an address to the Montego Bay Chamber of Commerce. "Borrowers 
who utilize the foreign-exchange portion of our loan funds will not have to 
bear any foreign exchange risks,"’ said Mr Walker. These loans will be pro- 
vided in the Jamaican equivalent of the foreign-exchange requirement and the 
borrower will repay only that amount, regardless of any fluctuation which 
might take place in the value of the Jamaican dollar against the U.S. dollar 
during the life of the loan. The company has some J$12-million available ‘ ° 
lending and the projected loan portfolio over the next four years is between 
$20-million and $30-million. Every effort is being made to keep loan-process- 
ing and disbursement to a minimum of six weeks. Since SIFCO started operating 
in October, some eight Montego Bay business persons have approached the com- 
pany with projects requiring nearly $300,000 in loan financing. [Excerpts] 
[Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Feb 81 p 15] 


PACT WITH PERU--A cultural agreement between Jamaica and Peru "as soon as it 
is feasible," and the likelihood of performances, locally, of a Peruvian folk- 
loric group, later this year, were discussed Tuesday morning by the Minister 
of State for Information and Culture, the Hon. Ed. Bartlett, and the Peruvian 
Ambassador, His Excellency Miguel Barandiaran, at the Minister's Devon Road 
offices. According to an API news release, the ambassador said that Jamaica 
was the site of the only Peruvian mission in the English-speaking Caribbean 
and there were plans to increase the staff of the mission in March. Besides 
the possibility of fostering cultural ties, Ambassador Barandiaran stressed 
his country's desire to establish trade links with Jamaica, which would be of 
mutual benefit, API said. He also offered his Government's assistance to 
Jamaica in whatever areas possible. Mr Bartlett thanked the Ambassador for 
his offer and said that he would be looking closely at the possibility of a 
cultural agreement with Peru as he felt that Jamaica could benefit from learn- 
ing more about her Latin American neighbours. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY 
GLEANER in English 17 Feb 81 p 14] 
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COUNTRY SECTION ME X1CO 


FRANCE'S MONORY SCORES REAGAN'S CUTBACKS 
FL261641 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 0718 GMT 26 Feb 81 
[Article by Ann=PL-Asin Pool} 


[Text] Mexico City, 25 Feb--The industrialized nations cannot abandon the developing 
countries; it is their duty to help them. The developing countries will not easily 
accept the economic cutbacks proposed by U.S. President Ronald Reagan. 


France's Economy Minister Rene Monory made this statement on arrival in Mexico 

last night. He should think about this seriously and realize the severity of the 
economic cutbacks. In his interview at Mexico City's international airport, Monory 
indicated that it is not a matter of confrontations but of efforts to improve. 

He added that one's own interests must be set aside, both of poor and rich countries, 
inasmuch as they have been affected by rising oil prices. It is not a matter of 
egotism but rather generosity. 


The French economy minister will meet tomorrow with President Jose Lopez Portillo 
and Secretary of Finance and Public Credit David Ibarra Munoz. During the talks 
the bilateral relations between Mexico and France will be the main topic. Ibarra, 
who is also president of the interim committee of the International Monetary 
Fund--IMF, is preparing the agenda for the next meeting in Gabon, Africa. 


The French minister, who is an IMF official, said it is not a matter of changing 
strategy or restructuring the monetary system but of increasing the activity and 
improving the economic adaptation of countries having difficulties in their balance 
of payments. He added that it is not a matter of total reform of the IMF but of 
reorganization, as Europe did several years ago. I believe in a zone of monetary 
stability in which the countries support each other, and the currency is not 
affected by the fluctuation of others, especially of the dollar. 


The object of the Gabon meeting is to seek agreement in the decisions and not 
confrontation. The problem is greater than the currencies, he said and added: 

Tt is the financial deterioration, especially of the poorer countries whose economic 
stability is deficient. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEX1 CO 


USSR'S BODYUL ARRIVES FOR VISIT 
F1.281928 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 1859 GMT 28 Feb 6] 


[Text] Mexico City, 28 Feb (NOTIMEX)--USSR Council of Ministers Deputy Chairman 
Ivan I. Bodyul today said that his country's efforts to achieve world peace are 
being hampered by the ambitions of the superpowers. 


On arrival this morning in the Mexican capital, where he will inaugurate a USSR 
national exhibit next Monday, the Soviet minister added that the superpowers’ 
efforts to arm themselves is placing world harmony in jeopardy. 


Interviewed in the halls of this city's international airport, the representative 
of the Soviet Government made it known that his country's principles in favor of 
better relations between nations were ratified during the 26th CPSU Congress, and 
noted that there is great interest for the establishment of international relations 
which would benefit all countries involved. 


The Soviet Union believes, he said, that the arms race is a dangerous element in 
the international arena, which is why his country is seeking a form for peaceful 
world coexistence. 


in this sense, Ivan 1. Bodyul criticized the U.S. refusal to sign the SALT Two 
treaty on the limitation of nuclear arms despite the continued appeals of the USSR 
for reaching a satisfactory agreement. 


The deputy chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers, who arrived accompanied by 
a Soviet governmental delegation, rejected the possibility that Mexico, as an 
immediate neighbor of the United States, could be the first one to be affected 
by the neighboring country's interests. 


The real distance between the two nations, he stressed, in no way represents an 
obstacle for a bilateral understanding. 


According to Ivan I. Bodyul, the only obstacle would be political interests in 
the bilateral relations, and the Soviet Government wants to establish contact with 
all nations in the world, independently of their ideologies and economic systems. 


Accompanying Bodyul in this trip are the chief of the Latin American Department 
of the USSR Foreign Ministry, Vladimir N. Kazimirov; the former chief of the 
General Directorate of Trade with America's countries of the Ministry of Foreign 
Trade, Anatoliy I. Manionok; Deputy Foreign Trade Minister Guennadi K. 7huravleov 
and USSR Ambassador to Mexico Rostislav A. Sergeyev. 


CSO: 3010 


74 








COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET ENTERPRISES TO VISIT=-The director of the Soviet exposition in Mexico has 
reported that a group of 25 Soviet enterprises will arrive in Mexico with specific 
proposals to exchange technology dealing with agricultural and textile machinery, 
food processing and perhaps application of nuclear power for peaceful ends. The 
exposition shows a great part of what is the modern Soviet state and the development 


of the USSR. [Text] [PA280440 Mexico City International Service in Spanish 
0300 GMT 28 Feb 81) ’ 








COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


SYRIAN PAPER INTERVIEWS NICARAGUAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
LD260901 Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 23 Feb 81 p 3 


[Interview granted by Nicaragua Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto to Jibarah 
al-Barghuti in New Delhi during the nonaligned foreign ministers conference | 


[Excerpts] AL-BA'TH: The Sandinist revolution in Nicaragua has revealed Israel's 
hostility to the Latin American people. Will you, Mr Minister, explain the aspects 
that strengthen this relationship between Zionism and dictatorial regimes in Central 
and South America? 


D'Ecosto: Israel was the second source immediately after the United States in 
arming the dictator Somoza's forces and supporters. The revolution in Nicaragua 
did not accuse Israel just for the sake of accusing it, but on the basis of facts 
corroborated by evidence. The revolution discovered, with Somoza or in his 
cabinets, the evidence that confirm Israel's desire to defend the enemies of the 
Latin American peoples in general. 


The documents proved that the Israelis were bent on causing the bankruptcy of 
Nicaragua through insisting on immediate payment in cash for the arms delivered 

to Somoza's regime as well as through controlling many government departments which 
had advisers from Israeli intelligence. Somoza hired these experts as advisers 

to him in suppressing the popular movement. 


AL-BA'TH: What was the effect of Zionist enmity toward the Nicaraguan people on 
your relations with the PLO and the Arab countries in general’ 


Ecosto: Our relations with the PLO need no great evidence to show the fateful 
cohesiveness between our revolution and the Palestinian revolution. 


From the first day of the triumph of the Sandinist revolution there was a diplomati: 
recognition of the PLO, and this recognition was further strengthened with the 
transformation of the Israeli Embassy in Nicaragua into a Palestinian Embassy 
enjoying all the diplomatic privileges enjoyed by other embassies in our country's 
apital. 


nm the Arab level in general we have a great love and appreciation for the revo. 
tion in Syria, which was in the forefront of the world's countries that backed « 
Nicaraguan people and supported and recognized their revolution. Our relations wi 
Syria are based on a single principle governing all world revolutionaries, name! 


76 





fateful and militant cohesiveness as long as we stand in Che same trench against 
U.S. imperialiem and the Zionist movement, which never stops sowing sedition and 
working against all che world peoples on the orders of the U.S. CIA, 


it te this relationship between our revolution in Nicaragua and Syria anc the 
Valestinian revolution that governs our relations with all the progressive Arabs, 
which te proved by our relations with the Algerian Republic, the Libyan Jamahiriyan, 
and the PDRY. In brief, our relations with the countries of steadfastness and 
confrontation are strong. We do not conceal the fundamental fact that some of the 
Arabs born in our country have thrown all their weight behind the Sandinist 
revolution. 


AL~3A'TH: Since these are the facts of the revolutionary relations between t « 
revolution in Nicaragua and the progressive revolutionary movements in the Arab 
homeland, what is your attitude to the Camp David agreements and al-Sadac's 
regime in Egypt? 


D'Ecosto: From the first day of the signing of the Camp David agreemencs we in 
Nicaragua declared our stand in this regard, which is the stand of the PLO. We 

also declared that our revolution stands firmly on the side of the Palestinian 
people's rights, which the UN General Assembly has endorsed at more than one session 
and which were incorporated in many resolutions confirming the legitimacy of the 
Palestinian people's struggle to return to their homeland and establish an inde- 
pendent state of their own on their national soil. 


In our view, the Camp David agreements serve only the U.S. purpose of dominating 

the Middle East peoples, and for this reason our stand is opposed to that of 

Egyptian President Anwar al-Sadat, whose action in signing the Camp David agree- 
ments, and the peace treaty with Israel is an action directed against the Palestinian 
people in the first place and against the liberation movement opposed to U.S. 
hegemony in the second. 


AL-BA'TH: You have probably learned many facts about the Iraq-Iran war, through 
what went on inside the New Delhi conference of nonaligned states. Will vou tell 
us what is the attitude of the Nicaraguan revolution to this war? 


D'Ecosto: We have declared our stand regarding turning the Indian Ocean and the 
Arab Gulf into peace zones and called for keeping these two areas free of military 
concentrations, because of the critical situation in them and its reflection on 
world peace. 


We in Nicaragua regret the war between two neighboring countries of the nonaligned 
movement. We were astonished on the day this war broke out. The lranian revolution 
was staged by the people and we in Nicaragua have supported it from our belief in 
the peoples’ revolution. The regime in Iraq was supposed to be a power supporting 
justice and progress in the area. 


We were extremely surprised and astonished to see how a revolution that defeated 

a dictatorial regime like Somoza's regime in Nicaragua and forced the United States 
to reevaluate its strategy as a result of the backbreaking blow dealt to it in 
Iran--how such a revolution can be struck by force at the hands of people who were 
supposed to stand on the side of the [Iranian people and not to be their enemies. 
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It is no secret that the current war in the Arab Gulf was the excuse that led to 
frustrating the hopes of the nonaligned movement in their call for keeping the 
Indian Ocean an area of peace free from military conflict. As a revolution we 
denounced the U.S. military buildup in the area, which has to a large extent 
benefited from the weakness of the Iranian revolution because of the war that hase 
been imposed on it, 


AL-BA'TH: Will the minister, in the light of his comment about U.S. buildup 
in the Gulf area, let us know the Nicaraguan revolution's views on the situation 
in Afghanistan, which was the subject of long discussion at the nonaligned conference’ 


D'Ecosto: Every people have a right to self-determination free from pressure and 
actions contrary to their aspirations. We are surprised how the United States 

has extended its borders from the shores of the Atlantic in the east and the 

Pacific in the weet to the region of Afghanistan and the Indian Ocean. How can 

the U.S. domination of the peoples that it suppresses through ite military bases 

be justified and at the same time the desire of the people in Afghanistan, 
represented by their socialist revolution, to choose their own path and build friend- 
ships in accordance with their objective of protecting their revolution not be 
justified? 


We in Nicaragua support the Afghan people's views i: thie regard and demand an 
end to the aggression to which they are being subjected across their borders, with 
the support of U.S. imperialism. 


AL-BA'TH: All reports confirm that the United States is intervening directly 

in El Salvador on the side of the ruling regime against the democratic revolution 
in that country, which is close to your country. Could the U.S. interference 
develop into an aggression against Nicaragua? 


D'Ecosto: The United States has tried to justify its aggression against the 
Salvadoran people by alleging that this revolution receives support from Nicaragua 
and Cuba. We in our country denounce this allegation because the Salvadoran 
people's revolution is the revolution of the oppressed against the oppressor and 
not an imported revolution. 


But the United States, as it knows very we'l, with its injustice and the injustice 
of its supporters, is the direct cause of the revolutions of all the Latin American 
peoples. It also knows that danger to its interests is inevitable as long as it 
refuses to be convinced of the justice of the peoples’ struggle. 


We in Nicaragua do not deny that our relations with the Republic of Cuba are strone, 
firm and based on militant principles. Probably the United States itself is aware 
of the large amount of aid the Nicaraguan people receive from the Cuban people, 

when the United States during Somoza's rule offered nothing to the Nicaraguan 

people except hunger, disease and humiliation. 


For example, Cuban medical rissions | r the mounteins and the country: 
Nicaragua in sear of the sick anc the iiliterat n order to treat th 
and help to educate them. 
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Sn account of this relationship between the Cuban and Nicaraguan revolution, the 
United States has begun escalating its hostility toward the people of our country, 
for which reason we do not rule out the launching of a direct aggression on 
Nicaragua's borders; but we are confident of cur capability. 


‘f the U.S. intervention in El Salvador has now become direct, then we are sure 
that the people's revolution is bound to triu ph=-something which has been preve! 
by the Cuban and Nicaraguan revolutions. 


AL-BA'TH: In Nicaragua there is a revolution that was staged by the people and 
that disarmed feudalism and local capi‘alism. Does this mean that you hove « 
the path of socialism’ 


D'Ecosto: Our revolution is the revolution of the poor againet the rich. Our 
people are the owner and master of this revolution. Ase for the forces that have 
allied themselves with the enemies, they were defeated with the defeat of Somoza, 
This made the revolution in Nicaragua the revolution of the masses, and ite fruits 
go to the masses alone, which has caused a general revereal in the sect! ond 
economic structure throughout Nicaragua. All this means that we have chosen the 
path of socialism. 


AL-BA'TH: We often hear about attacks on Nicaragua's borders. Does this mean 
that the hostile forces have reorganized themselves in order to attack the people's 
revolution?” 


D'Ecosto: All Somoza's supporters--the feudalists, the capitalists, and the U.S. 
CIA agents--fled the country as soon as the dictatorial regime fell and sought 
refuge in Honduras and Costa Rica under the protection of dictatorial regimes that 
encourage them to strike at our revolution and destroy it. We do not deny that 
those agents carry out their aggressive operations, now that they have hired 
mercenaries to serve their objectives ind made Honduras their headquarters and a 
launchpad for their criminal actions. 


I can only say here that we in Nicaragua have been able in a short period cf time 

to establish a people's militia that has replaced the army, and that we now have 

more than 200,000 fighters who are working to protect the revolution, consolidate 

its structure and uphold its objectives cf building socialism and people's democracy. 


AL-BA'TH: As a member of the OAS, what is Nicaragua's view on the border war 
between the republics of Peru and Ecuador, and what is your role in the organization 
in question? 


D'Ecosto: We were very sorry about the border fighting between Ecuador and Peru 
and regard internecine fighting as an unhealthy sign. On the other hand there 
are bound to be those who incite such war and benefit from it. We have no doubt 
that the United States fully desires to penetrate the two countries through such 
incidents, which force the countries to buy arms--exports of which the United 
States is seeking to increase at the peoples’ expense--and subsequently through 
weakening the peoples that are fighting against its monopolies. We have no doubt 
that the United States controls the OAS, but we have not given up work to develop 
this organization in the interests of the oppressed peoples in Latin America. 

We are not alone, because the Socialist Republic of Cuba is with us. We also have 
with us regimes that are close to democracy such as Panama, which supported our 
revolution. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


FURTHER DETAILS ON ARMY PROMOTION LIST 
PA280433 Managua Radio Mundial in Spanish 1900 GMT 27 Feb 81 


[Text] Among those promoted yesterday by the Sandinist Peoples Army [EPS] are 
some individuals who were members of Charrasca's group in Leon which had an 
outstanding role in the insurrection in that western Nicaraguan city and subse- 
quently had problems with Commander Dora Maria Tellez [words indistinct]. The 
members of Charrasca's group were imprisoned for several months in El Chiopte 
jail accused of being counterrevolutionaries but as a result of the intervention 
of the Workers Front [words indistinct] were taken to Cuba where they (’ended their 
military training). The Workers Front was opposed to the way that the group of 
combatants was being treated © 4 [words indistinct]. Now, Charrasca [words 
indistinct] appears with the ~«.1k of captain in the EPS. [Name indistinct], 
better known in Leon's neighborhoods as (Chilopango), was promoted to second 
lieutenant. [Words indistinct] as indicated in the promotion list. 


Former Nicaraguan ambassador to the United States Rafael Solis Cerda and [name 
indistinct] Castillo (Barquero) were promoted to deputy commanders. Adolfo 

Chamorro, a former deputy health minister, was promoted to first lieutenant. 

Alfonso Garcia Zeledon, former student leader of the [word indistinct], was also 
promoted to second lieutenant. Constantino Tapia, one of the participants in the 
attack on the Masaya garrison in 1977, was promoted to first lieutenant. [Name 
indistinct] Gutierrez Sacasa was appointed lieutenant. As you will remember 

Dr Gutierrez Sacasa was deputy health minister, then ambassador to Brazil and finally 
director of the [name indistinct] hospital. 


[Name indistinct] appears promoted to second lieutenant. She (?worked as an 
announcer) in Radio Mundial [words indistinct]. Freddy Garcia (Schick), husband 

of companera newswoman Lilian Torres who works in the public relations office of 
the [words indistinct], was also promoted to second lieutenant. Dr Leon Gutierrez 
[words indistinct] appears as a second lieutenant. Dr Gutierrez [words indistinct} 
was arrested by the Somozist authorities accused of having links with the Sandinist 
National Liberation Front. [Name indistinct] also appears as a second lieutenant. 
He is a brother of [words indistinct]. [Sentence indistinct]. Newsman [n-me 
indistinct] who worked in Radio Mundial [words i. t.act] appears with the ra 

of second lieutenant. 


These are some of the names in the EPS nr ” list that are known by newsmen. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON NICARAGUA 


MINISTER SPEAKS ABOUT HEALTH SERVICES 
FL060211 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 0100 CMT 6 Mar 861 


{Interview with Nicaraguan Health Minister Lic Lea Guido de Lopez during visit to 
Cuba--presumably in Havana, no date given--recorded] 


[Text] [Question] On the occasion of the upcoming anniversary of International 
Women's Day, we wish to take this opportunity to congratulate you and, through 
you, all Nicaraguan women, who have become a symbol of the Latin American revolu- 
tionary woman. Lic Lea Guido, could you mention the gains made and tasks being 
undertaken by the Sandinist revolution in the field of health? 


[Anewer] We believe that in the past |8 months our people and our revolutionary 
government have done more in the field of health than all that was done in the 

45 years of dictatorship. There have been most extraordinary gains. The creation 
of the single health system is the revolution's response in this field. Medical 
services have been carried to the most remote areas of our country, where the 
presence of a physician was something like a miracle. Today we have medical 
‘attention for the children and mothers. We are fighting against malnutrition and 
the child mortality rate. We believe that the health problem is not something 
that can be solved in 1 or 2 years. It is a part of the entire revolutionary 
process and a part of the joint effort of the revolutionary state and the masses. 
In the past 18 months, the work of the internationalist Cuban comrades in this 
task has been extraordinary. We believe that many of the things that have been 
accomplished have been the result of the effort of Cuban physicians, nurses and 
technicians who, in a most fraternal and internationalist manner, are rendering 
their services in many parts of our country. 


[Question] Lic Lea Guido, a few minutes ago you referred to the ant‘polio drive, 
could you give more details’ 


[Answer] This antipolio drive was carried out in the first part cf 1980 and we 
are planning to include it in the people's health drives, which the Health 
Ministry and the mass organizations will conduct in 1981. The people's health 
drives will take place throughout 1981. Some of them will be for the antipolio 
vaccination drive, other vaccinations, sanitary measures and other tasks. 


[Question] One last question. As a revolutionary woman and lcader, what can you 
say about the incorporation of the Nicaraguan women in the various socioeconomic 
activities of the country’ 
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[Anawer] I believe that the Nicaraguan women have an extraordinary record, which 
includes mass participation in the struggle against the dictatorship. They have 
shown a great determination and superior quality in the tasks of reconstructing the 


country. 


[Reporter] We want to thank Lic Lea Guido for her statements for the national 
television newscast. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


TREATMENT OF COSTA RICAN PRISONERS IN JAIL 
PAO52109 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 2142 GMT 4 Mar 81 


[Text] San Jose, 4 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--PRENSA LIBRE, an evening newspaper, reported 
today that Carlos Luis Bejarano Mesen, a young Costa Rican, who has been in jail 
for more than a year and a half has claimed that “the brutality that he is being 
subjected to is endangering his life." 


According to the newspaper, Bejarano, together with Jose Antonio Valverde Mora and 
Miguel Angel Olivares, was arrested by the Sandinists and they are in jail in 
Tipitapa, although no charges have been made against them. 


PRENSA LIBRE learned of this matter through a letter, sent by Bejarano through the 
International Red Cross, describing the physical and mental tortures they have 
Sutiered at the hands of the Sandinists. 


The letter apparently was sent to Eduardo Mora, Costa Rican consul in Managua, and 
to Bejarano's relatives in San Jose. 


One of the paragraphs of Bejarano Mesen's letter published by PRENSA LIBRE states, 
"A year of physical and mental suffering is too much." 


The newspaper reports that the two other prisoners, Miguel Angel Olivares and Jose 
Antonio Valverde, made similar accusations to the Human Rights Commission and to 
the Inter-American Human Rights Tribunal in a letter smuggled out by a South 
American diplomat who visited then. 


The two prisoners concurred as to the inhuman treatment they have been handed by 
the Sandi: ist authorities. 


According to the newspaper, Eduardo Mora, the Costa Rican consul in Managua, 
confirmed the arrest of the three Costa Ricans. He said that diplomatic attempts 
for more than a year to obtain their release, or at least to have them arraigned 
before the Nicaraguan courts, have failed. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


NORTH KOREA SENDS NOTE=--The DPRK Government has sent a note to Nicaraguan Foreign 
Minister Miguel d'Escoto reasserting its support for the Nicaraguan people's 
struggle and condemning Yankee imperialist maneuvers against the Sandinist people's 
revolution. Regardless of how frenetic these maneuvers may be, however, they will 
not prevent the advance of the brave Nicaraguan people toward their established 
goals, the note sent by DPRK Foreign Minister Tam Ho said. [Text] [PA272304 
Managua Sistema Sandinista Television Network in Spanish 1600 GMT 27 Feb 81] 


MANAGUA DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS--The minister of the reconstruction junta of Managua, 
Samuel Santos, announced that 147 million cordobas will be invested in services 

and improvements projects for Managua in 1981, including repair of some of the main 
streets. [Managua International Service in Spanish 0030 GMT 28 Feb 81] 


HOUSING, ENERGY PROJECTS--The minister of the reconstruction junta of Managua, 
Samuel Santos, reported the investment of 8.5 million cordobas in various projects, 
including housing and energy projects for various sectors lacking this facility. 
[Managua International Service in Spanish 0030 GMT 28 Feb 81] 


WHEAT SUPPLY--Pedro Antonio Blandon, deputy minister of interior trade, has 
announced that despite the U.S. wheat embargo, the revolutionary government has 
successfully negotiated with Mexico, Canada and the EEC to guarantee the shipment 
of wheat to Nicaragua until September of this year. [Managua International Service 
in Spanish 0030 GMT 1 Mar 81] 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


EDITORIAL WONDERS ABOUT U.S. POLICY GOALS 
PA262218 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 26 Feb 81 p 4-A 
[Editorial: "Creators of Dissatisfaction" ] 


[Text] Even the least perceptive can appreciate the sustained and hurtful fashion 
in which a permanent U.S. policy aimed at violating very clear clauses in the 
Torrijos-Carter treaties, always to Panama's detriment, has been intensified. 
Furthermore, those who fashion this policy are conducting a well-orchestrated 
campaign to discredit Panama's name and that of its most prominent officials for 
the sole purpose of preparing public opinion for any measure they may want to take 
against our country. 


Some of those violations, such as the refusal to comply with the contracts signed 

by the Chiriqui Land Company with the Panamanian nation, have direct economic goals 
because anything that harms the interests of our banana organizations will influence 
Panama in a negative way. Others, such as the Black Hawk IV operation, are 
specifically directed at causing discomfort in the nation because in the end no 
valid reason has been given for this military display. 


It would seem as if Americans were interested in breaking the climate of tran- 
quillity in Panama and that this would in some way involve them. If that were 
the case, it would mark the beginning of psychological preparation in the nation 
for the central government, the organizations involved or the mass of the people 
to take action and give cause to the United States for making decisions that no 
one can envision. 


Such a policy seems unwise to us. It would be bad enough if it comes from the 
middle or lower levels of the administration. But it would be even worse ‘ it is 
all coordinated, directed and favored by Washington because that would mea. the 
establishment of a haggling mechanism as a prelude to the possible application of 
the "Big Stick” [in English]. 


It would be welcome if what we have outli. d is due to various causes and is not 

a concerted action. Otherwise it would entail the regrettable intention of ending 
peace in Panama where good sense seems to have taken up lodging even amid the great 
agitation that surrounds us. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


U.S. DOCUMENT PROVES COUNTRY NOT INVOLVED IN ARMS SUPPLY TO EL SALVADOR 
PAO21833 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 2 Mar 81 p 6-A 
[Article by Ricardo Lince: "Things in Their Proper Place] 


{Text} The recent U.S. military intelligence report, which has served as the 

basis for President Reagan's charges about communist interference in El Salvador, 
offers as evidence a number of documents presenting facts connected by circumstances 
of manner, place and time. These facts underscore the purpose of the report: 

to stress Cuba's central role in the Salvadoran revolutionary movement. These 
charges seriously implicate Nicaragua also and the two are mentioned as the paths 
used by the Soviet Union to infiltrate Central America. 


In light of those documents, the official report (released to the Panamanian 
press) has reconstructed the key stages of the intervention, which consists of 
technical and political aid, international contacts for the delivery of weapons 
and minute details of the well-coordinated clandestine effort to overthrow the 
current present Salvadoran government, as well as a methodical analysis of the 
propaganda tactics used and the most detailed information about the rebels' move- 
ment, in order to put togecher the peices of this jigsaw puzzle with the precision 
of a fine clock. 


The U.S. military intelligence services had to plan their counterdefense and to 
process a huge amount of material supplied by its espionage services throughout 
the world. After evaluating the evidence, they have gradually reconstructed the 
entire plot, trying to make it rit together in order to finally prepare this 
accusatory document that constitutes the expression of a careful task carried out 
in the hidden world of espionage. 


With regard to Panama, this document has proven through the work of the U.S. 
intelligence services that the Panamanian Government is not involved in this type 
of interference and has been exempted from all charges about the supply of weapons 
to the rebels. Had it not been this way, rest assured that evidence of Panama's 
military aid given to the rebels would have be. reported, as those military 
intelligence services operate freely in Panama and are following the steps of an, 
official that might be involved iu military interference activities in El Salvador. 


If any material support has been sent to the revolutionaries from Panama through 
the private networks controlled by the communists, it is obvious that this support 
has not been in the form of weapons, for the report says nothing of chat. 
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On the other hand, the Panamanian Government is concerned that foreigners are 
being trained to defend a country attacked from abroad in the U.S. military schools 
in Panama. Panama does not want either faction to choose its territory for their 
Struggles because its fundamental objective is peace. The incident involving a 
Panamanian pilot who was taking weapons to El Salvador has already been described 
as "adventurism by a single individual," since even the '/nited Siates, with its 
advances and resources, is incapable of keeping the planes carrying narcotics from 
landing clandestinely in its territory. Panama cannot be asked to exert absolut: 
control over its air space either. With regard to Panama, the aforementioned 
report has put things in their proper place. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PANAMA 


REAGAN-HAIG TERRORISM AGAINST NICARAGUA SCORED 
PAO21953 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 2 Mar 81 p 4-A 


[Article by Luis Restrepo Rosas: "The Attack on Nicaragua’’=--passage within slant- 
lines published in uppercase] 


fExcerpts] The United States has launched a worldwide campaign of attacks on 
Nicaragua and its people. The emperor of the Potomac does not forgive the fact 
that the Carter administration failed to heed his demands that aid be given to the 
bloody Somozist dynasty and that it be maintained in power. It is a campaign 
marked by hatred; based on lies that can be spotted easily. The charges against 
Nicaragua are said to be “based on investigations by the CIA."" The means and 
methods used by the CIA in preparing its reports, which serve as the basis for 
U.S. attacks, are known all over the worid. 


Nonetheless, in the case of Nicaragua, world public opinion has flatly rejected 
the accusations. Not even rulers as intransigent and aggressive as Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher, the prime minister of Great Britain, have backed these charges; on the 
contrary, during her visit to Washington, she acted cautiously. 


In the course of its aggression against Nicaragua, the United States, or ratuer 
President Reagan and Secretary of State Haig, seize on food as a weapon of war, 
denying the Sandinist government several credits that had already been approved 

by the U.S. Congress for the purchase of food. In addition, they have unsuccess- 
fully exerted international pressures in an effort to induce governments and inter- 
national aid organizations to establish i food boycott against the Nicaraguan people. 


By the way, Nicaraguan Interior Minister Tomas Borge recently said that "if the 
United States takes bread away from us as a result of the intrigues carried out 

by the counterrevolutionaries, there will still be bread in the world for us 
Nicaraguans to eat.'' Jose Esteban Gonzalez has been charged with using the illegal 
Human Rights Commission to incite the liited States into suspending delivery of 

the sum of $10 million that was to be used to purchase wheat in the United States. 
Gonzalez, a Christian Democrat, abused his prerogatives against the Sandinist 
revolution as part of the intrigue sponsored by Venezuela's Christian democracy. 


However, as I said earlier, the world has not fallen into the trap set by the 
United States... 


It is obvious that the farce staged by Washington has not deceived world public 
opinion and that, therefore, /Nicaragua is not alone now that it is being harassed 
by the terrorism of Reagan and Haig. / 
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COUNTRY SECTION VANAMA 


BLACK HAWK EXERCISE TERMED GREAT SUCCESS 

. cleens’ Understanding Noted 
PA041630 Panama City LA ESTRELLA DE PANAMA in Spanish 4 Feb 81 p B<5 
|Unattributed article] 


[Text) Quarry Heighte=-Black Hawk IV, an exercise for the defense of the Panama 
Canal sponsored by the Uniced States Southern Command, has been described as one 
of the safest and most successful training operations ever conducted by the command. 


The southern command said that each of the goals of the exercise had been accomplished. 
These included the testing of air, land and naval concepts for the defense of the 
Panama Canal; command and control procedures; and the mobilization and utilization 
of auxiliary forces from the United States. 


The United States, under the 1977 Panama Canal Treaty, is primarily responsibie 
for the defense of the Panama Canal until the year 2000. The treaty and annex 
agreements also grant rights and establish procedures for deploying, training and 
mobilizing military forces in Panama. 


The efficiency of these procedures, which were closely followed, was proven by 
Black Hawk IV and they contributed to the success of the exercise, the command «> 


it .dded that while the exercise was conducted in areas autaorized for the use o! 
the United States, about 68 individual convoys of various sizes had to pase thro: 
other Panamanian areas to take part in the exercise. 


Tollowing the procedures for notification established in October 1980, these conv. 
were coordinated through the Panama-United States Binational Combined Board. 
Because of the needs of the exercise, these mobilizations were necessary at the 
last moment, and during the night. In spite of this, replies were quick and time!). 
This coordination for convoys is designed to assure the implementation of necess 1: 
arrangements for traffic and security controls. 


likewise, permits for the extensive air activity in connection with Black Haws 
were a'so obtained through previous notification ond approval mechanisms apgre: 
to under the treaty. Over 230 flights by such aircraft as F-A phantoms, A/-D 
corsairs and Huey helicopters received flying permits for the air defense exerc: 














The defense of porte and reconnaissance a tivities for blace Nawk 1) ime. uded abou 
110 Revel missions by rapid patroi beats if Panate Canal waters, 


These rapid activities by air, land, and water during the 7 daye of the exercise 
were aimest entirely without accidents. Security offielais vceperted de> it: 
fact that moet of Black Hawk was conducted during che night and in parti aia: 
dangerous terrain, only five vehicles were involved in atcidentse without des 
and with few injuries. 


Around 2,400 troops came to Panama from the United States for Black Hawk IV a)! 
many of them went to Panama shopping, touring, to cat and te enjoy might ii.: 


The southern command congratulated the various elements involved directly or 
indirectly in the exercise, which meant ite success, Parti ularly, the commen. 
pointed to the understanding and patience shown during the entire exercise b) 
Panamanian citizens. 


One officer said: “This spirit of cooperation directiy supported our mutuai 
interests in assuring the safe and continued operation of the |anama Canal.” 


Exercises Termed Great Success 
PA281402 Panama City LA ESTRELLA DE PANAMA in Spanish 27 Feb 61 pp i-1, A-10 


[Text] Quarry Heights, Panama--Black Hawk TV, the Panama Canal defense exercise 
which has been in progress for the past week, concluded 2 dave ago. 


The exercise, between two groups, was designed to test the plans for the joint 
defense of the Panama Canal. It was carried out by the U.S. Southern Command as 
part of its primary responsibility under the Panama Canal Treaty for the defense 
of the waterway until the year 2000. 


With the end of the exercise, the 2,400 U.S. troops whe toined locally statione4 
military forces in the maneuvers are returning to their home bases. Tle return 

of these troops and their equipment began today. This will require some 56 military 
transport flighte between now and 6 Marc).. 


The 10 FP-4 fighter planes from the Arkaneas National Air Guard which took part 
in Slack Hawk TV will leave for their base in Port Smith, Arkansas, on Friday. 
Four A-7D planes from the Puerto Rico National Air Guard will leave for their base 


on Sunday. 


Southern command officials have reiterated that exercises like Black Haw IV are 
essential to ensure the security of the Panama Canal and the competence of the 
participating forces. They adéed that the exercise was included in the schedule 
of future exercises several years ago and that these exercises are provided for 
in Article IV of the 1977 Panama Canal Treaty. 


Command officials also rejected allegations in the Panamanian press to the effect 
that Black Hawk IV was connected in some way with the unfortunate situation 
presently existing in El Salvador and Central America. 








They emphasiged that thie ie not the case and that Black Hawk IV ie solely related 
to the defense of the Panama Canal. “There is no hidden, sinister, secret or 
political motive,” they added, 


The southern command has said that every effort was made to conduct the exercise 
with minimum interference to the local community, However, since the “guerrillas 
tried to infiltrate ailiteary bases and strategic sones a6 4 part of the exercise, 
realiem jemanded extra vigilance and security control at several installations an 
sites. 


The Panama Canal is of great importance to Panama, the United States and the entire 
world, <A mutual objective written into the Torrijoe-Carter Treaty ise that of 
eneuring that there is no threat to the canal or to ite peaceful and secure opera- 
tion for the benefit of Panama, the United States and all the countries of the world, 


During the period 18 to 25 February, the Bleck Hawk TV exerciee was carried out 
under the provisions of Article IV, paragraph 2 of the 1977 Panama Canal Treaty 
which gives the United States the right to “station, train and move military forces 
vithin the Republic of Panama” for the defense of the Panama Canal. Moreover, 

the treaty assigns the United States primary responsibility for the defense and 
provides for the development of a joint U.S.-Panama defense capacity. All 
activities conducted in relation with thie exercise were in accordance with the 
spirit and the letter of the Panama Canal Treaty and ite annexed agreement in 
implementation of Article IV of the Panama Canal Treaty. 


This latest exercise has been extremely successful and a6 4 result, we are in a 
better position to fulfill our responsibility under the treaty. [eentence as 
published] 


As the command returns to ite normal operation conditions, Lt Gen Wallace H. Nutting, 
commander in chief, U.S. Southern Command, extended hie congratulations to ali 

those who participated in this extensive exercise and expressed his appreciation 

of the understanding and support of the participants, their dependents and the 
Panamanian people, particularly thoee who reside near the areas of the exercises, 
which contributed to the success of thie important exercise. [sentence as public). 


U.S. Southern Command Criticized 
PA272322 Panama City CRITICA in Spanish 27 Feb 81 p 1 


\jext, ihe ..S. Southern Command in Panama yesterday said in 4 communique that 
“Operation Black Hawk IV was carried out under the provisions of Article IV, 
paragraph 2 of the 1977 Panama Canal Treaty, which grants the United States the 
rieht to stetion, train and mobilize military forces in the Republic of Panama 
for the defense of the Panama Canal.” 


. -pokeenan ‘or community groups and intellectio'«. who heave been opposed t 
eration, said that the maneuvers did aot have the spptueves of Lhe Panare ian 
represercatives to the Joint Defense Committee ac met tue @7 in which tie 

<i) itery maneuvers vere carried out seemed that si had Sore to do with U.5. 
intervention in El Salvador and the rest of Central America rather than with (ln 
defense of the canal. 
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tome international sectere have been aheivainyg OPeretion Blace Hawk [V which wee 
certied out in Panamanian territory wit! out the consent of the Panamantan Gove rome 
and people and they see 4 relation betweer thie operation and the eilitery saneuve: 
which will soon start in Puerte Aico 


Adthough (he feasen for the Panamanian Veovernpent's refusal to participate ir | 
Operation Bieeh Newk i) has net beer cicarly established, some reliable source 
have hinted that it could have been the: the fanamanian Government was aware of the 
fact that the massive mobilization of troope aod eilitary equipment would serve 

ae 4 pretest for increasing military aid to the Selvaderan repressive regine, 


The 0.5. Southern Command saye in ite comeumique thet “the gutual objective 
established in the Torrijoe=-(arter treaty ie to assure that there are fo threate 
to the canal or to ite peaceful and safe operation... The Panamanian spokesmen 
said that it was too much ef 4 coincidence that the operetion was carried out 
precisely at the height of the Salvadoran crisis and despite the Panamanian refusal 


to participate in the operation. 


The spokesman for the groups opposed to the eilitary operation pointed out chat it 
is a contradiction to have forced a military operation which did not have the 
Panamanian Government's approval and which wae repudiated by all national sectors, 
while the treaty is based on principles of mutual cooperation and consultation. 


The military operation alse raised the protest of the people who live neat to the 
military bases and were disturbed and their life endangered, while the operation 
wae carried out. 


In relation to this, the southern command communique said that “Lt Gen Wallace U. 
Nutting, U.S. Southern Command commander in chief, congratulated all those whe 
participated in the operation and he aleo expressed hie appreciation for the 
understanding and support of thowe who participated and their dependants and the 
/Panamanian people, particularly those «© live near the area where the maneuvere 
were carried out, which contributed to the success of this important operation. '/ 
(Words within slant lines published in boldface | 


Southern Command Comm stque ‘ited 
PA261729 Panama City LA PRENSA in Spanish 26 Feb 81 » i 


[Text] A communique iseved by the U.S. Southern Command eaye that the Black 

Hawk IV maneuvers were conducted as per stated in Article IV, paragraph 2 of the 
Panama Canal Treaty, which gives the United States the right to “station, train, 
and gobilize silitary forces within the Republic of Panama” for the defense of the 
canal. 


The communique aleo says that the treaty assigns primary responsibility of the 
defense of the United States and covers the development of the capacity of joint 
U.S.-Panama defense. [Setence as published! 


All the activities conducted in relation to these saneuvers were according to the 
spirit and stipulations contained in the Panama Canal Treaty and annex agreements 
on the implementation of Article IV of the Panama Canal Treaty. 


According to the communique the maneuvers have been 4 great success and as 4 result 
we are in a better position to fulfill our reeponsibility under the treaty. 
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he comfunique gaye that few that command operations are beck te normal, Lt Gen 
Jaliace H, Nutting, commander in chief U5. Southern Commend, congratulates eves 
wie participated in these vast maneuvere and express hie appreciation fer the eu 
and wideretanding of ail the participants, their dependants and the Panamanian 
people, especially these whe live in areas close te where the maneuvers were held. 
which contributed to the euccese of theee important maneuvers, 


he southern command communique étfcesee the great importance that the canal he: 
for Panama, the United States and the whole world 


\ooording te the communique, one of the joint goalie of the lorrijee=Carter treat) 
i6 te make gure that there is not threat te the canal and ite peaceful and safe 


eration, for the good of Panama, the nited States and ai) the countries of the 
worid, 


“so; 010 
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COUNTRY SECTION MAb AMLA 


TORRIJOS QUOTES ON FL SALVADOR, CUBA, NICARAGUA 
PAOVI415 Panama City Cireuite BPC Television ta Spanieh §100 Gt 2 Mar 4) 


[Report by newe director Fernando Fleta Casanova on interview with Gen Omar Terri joe 
in hie home in Farallon by Inter-American Defense College alumni and facuity 
membere--with portions recorded | 


[Excerpts) General torrijoe yesterday received in his house in Farallon a group 
of high-ranking Latin American and North American officers who are alumni and/or 
faculty sembers of the Inter-American Defense College. A spokeeman for the group 
which is making a fact-finding tour of Latin America said the meeting with Torrijos 
was 4 veritable lesson in geography, political ecience and economics. 


When asked about Panama's involvement in the Salvadoran crisis, especially since 
he studied for his military career in £1 Salvador, the general replied: We did 
get involved in Nicaragua but we have not sert even 4 .22 caliber round to fF! 
Salvador. 


[Begin Torrijos recording) The coup staged there on 15 October triggered the most 
drastic social changes in the area. A iand reform is underway there which we would 
not have been able to undertake here. However, inetead of joining in and support ine 
this, the leftwing groupe decided to etart fighting to the extent of waging 

general warfare. Much time has elapsed and not even the armed forces have been 
able to uproot terroriem. it almost cannot be uprooted but the leftiet groups 

have not been able to demoralize or to destroy the armed forces either. 


Our role is to be 4 point of contact. All groups talk to us. They converse with 
us. Many undisclosed meetings have beer held here. 


[Words indistinct] The sost important meeting is that of the movement of inter- 
national social democracy, 4 movement directed by former German “hancellor Willy 
Brandt, and I think it will make very specific recommendations in an attempt to 
achieve 4 political solution. I! talked to the German delegation yesterday. The 
issue is not limited to the 20,000 equare ke of £1 Salwador. They are quite 
concerned about intervention in £1] Salvador because that would justify intervention 
in Poland and in this day and age no invasion, even against mosquitoes, should be 
alloved. 


However, it is difficult to negotiate with people who have lost so many lives. 
We hope that the pressure that big nations such ae Cermany, France and Spain will 








enert on the twe sides will bring them te the negotiating table te work together 
through @ progres. 


The second part of land reform in El Salweder which eetabliehes thet the largest 
landholding ie 150 acres ie the eoet prefownd land reform in America but that 
cannot be implemented except through « commitment to 4 cease-fire. Se you can 
feel 4 little bit optimietic, | think that for the firet time after 2? years of 
Closely following thie problew | see « Light at the end of the tunnel, If think 
@ negotiated settlement will be reached. (fad recording) 


Ne general wae also asked about relations between Paname and Cubs and whet he 
thought about Cuben intervention in Africa and Central America. in hie reply, 
Torrijes termed Panamanian-Cuben relations wery good, cordial and reepect ful. 


|Regin Torrijos recording) 1! think these relations have benefitted the entire 

hemiephere because aany have been sort of entrusted to carry the mall. = | Sentence 

Africa te so more than an element in the power play 
of the power play of war game between the two 

thet power play, anyone is too insignificant. 

Historically speaking, the African continent kicks everything out in time. Africae 

ie like the sea. You cannot take lend away from the seabed because in the lone 

rum the sea will take it back. The lean continent repele strange elements. 

In 4 way too, it is Cuba's way of attracting attention to see if Americans wil! 

pay attention and stop the blockade. 


[Question by unidentified speaker) ie Nicaragua doing what you expected of ic 
it taking 4 turn that ie sot in line with what Panam expected’ 


; 





[Terrijos| If Panama and other countries hed sot supported that revolution, it 
would have been supported solely by the socialist camp. We did not inwent that 
revolution. It was brewing. [tt just happened. So one triggered it. Tt just 

came about like « fait accompli. I! think the presence of Panama and other countries 
has quite toned down what could have been somewhat gore radical. | hawe talked 

to thoee guys. I think the trend there to be auch gore goderate. They are 
going through a etage of lack of experience. There is something elee again, some 
thing that ie very real. One is not 4 communict because one wants to be but because 
one can be. What can you say’ | a8 4 communiet. Se what’ Who is goine to pay 

for your development ” 


know the Sowtet Union has told them to forget it, they have no funds and cannot 
provide atsistance. If they cannot get funds ower there, they have to resort 
to the World Bank, the IDB and 411 the known financial sources but they have asic 
taken good, courageous measures. In the last few days, they arrested many peop!- 
who were taking over land plote. They are etill sot in full control and they 
cannot tell what the extreme leftwing groupe will do. The important thing is tha: 
they spot them and break them. However, I am quite sure that if Veneewels, fan 
and “pers (tee Sed oor been fewolwed there. eieht sow thew would be receiwine « 
throweh “re ear only. (fad recording! 
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GOVERIOGNT, WORKERS PROTERT SAl An) DERE OTION Plan 
PAZ270008 Panama City Cireutte BP Telewlieion ‘6 Spanieh 2 WO OFT Pe Pe f 


[Emcerpte| Presidential sinister and Panamanian representative to the Paneoe 

Canal Commiesion Beard of Directors Picarde bedriguet said today thet Parone will 
present ite protest to thie organigation over the ordering of deduction of the seeond 
part of the 13th aonth salary. 


Neamwhile Panamanian workere in the canal area threaten to strike if the second 
part of the 1)th month eslary ic deducted from their pay. 


The secretary general of Local 907, Lute Anderson, said today that if the «cond 
part of the 13th month salary is deducted from Panamanian workers pay it could 
lead to 4 strike. Anderson aieo said thie measure will ereatiy affect efficiency 
and productivity in the functioning and operations of the canal. 


[Begin Anderson recording} The workers directly affected by thie measure have 
emphatically rejected this meacure. Proof of thie is that the document we sent 
today to Gen Wallace Nutting, commander in chief of the southern command, hae over 
1,000 signatures supporting the protest presented by Local 907 on this arbitrary 
measure. We agree with the Panamanian members of the Canal Commission Board of 
Directors that thie meseure is detrimental to Panama's sovereignty and concept of 
juriediction over aii ite territory, including the canal area. 














it seems to we that withowt going toe extremes we can say that when the 0.5. 
Government agencies interpret our legislation on the second part of the lith month 
salary in this manner, they are forgetting their statue a6 guests of the Panamanian 


people and goverment. They interpret the laws wilateraliy, not only in the 
treaties and their agreements but aisco when they interpret Panamanian lawe. = [lind 


The Panamanian Foreign Ministry presented « protest today following the measure 
taken by the Canal Commission to deduct the second part of the 13th month ealary 
the canal area employees. 


of 
The Panamanian Foreign Ministry, through Deputy “Minister lose Maria Cabrera, today 
formal international protest of the measure taken by the Canal 


te 
Commission to deduct the second part of the 13th sonth salary from the pay of 
workers under the social security institute syeter. 
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ODLUM WARNS AGAING) WEST, INTRRNECING STRIFD 


Sridgetown ADVOCAT! -NEWE in Paalieh 6 Feb 81 p } 
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COUNTRY SECTION V 


ODLUM SCORES ‘CORRUPTION’ OF HIS OWN RULING PARTY 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 7 Feb #1 p } 


{Text} Castries, St. Lucia, Friday, (CANA)--Trade, Touriem and Foreign Affaire 
Minister George Odlum hase said there is gore “incipient corruption” in the rul- 
ing Labour Party (SLP) Government than there was under the former United Work- 
ere’ Party (UWP) administration of John Compton. 


And Mr Odlum promised to abide by the decision of 4 March 28 convention of the 
SLP over the leadera@iip of the SLP once the decision was “taken fairly and not 


rigged or set up.” 


Mr Odlum, is challenging Prime Minieter Allan Louisy for the leadership of the 
SLP which came to power in July 1979, but which has since been divided by a 


power struggle. 


Mr Odlum asked at 4 news conference why he remained in a Government which by his 
own admission was corrupt deciared: “As a politician one has to decide what 
serves the general interest of the people. Yo cannot always see things in 
your own personal career interest.” 


"It de well documented that we attacked corruption in the UWP Government. Right 
now, I feel there is more incipient corruption in our Government,” he added. 


He said his faction of the Government was trying to exhaust democratic machinery 
to see “if we could prune the Government in a way that could make it serve the 
aspirations and hopes of the people of St Lucia. 


“If we cannot achieve that within a short period of time we will have to consider 
whether it will be in the best interest of the people to leave the rump of a 
Government operating which we consider is against the interests of the people. 


At the forthcoming convention, Mr Odlum said, his faction would have an oppor- 
tunity to explain to the party generally how the Labour Party as a Government 
and party had fallen short and what new lines should be adopted if there was an 


opportunity for change. 


Asked whether he would abide by whatever decision was taken at the convention, 
he replied: “Once the decisions are taken fully and not rigged or set up.” 














Myr Odlum said he had 4 particular feel for democratic inetitutions and warned 
that if the convention wae rigged he would have to take “wWhaclever decisions 
are open to we,” 


“If it wae @ fair and equare arrangement | would accept any decision that comes 
out of it and act accordingly,” he said, 
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COUNTRY SECTION SUR TNAME 


EX-PRIME MINISTER RELEASED--Paramaribo, Suriname, 19 Feb (CANA)--Former Surinamese 
Prime Minister Henk Arron, held here on corruption charges since last August, was 
released from prison yesterday, according to an official announcement today. 

Arron was said by officials to have been hospitalised in the past week, and his 
release was ordered by the court prosecutor. His government was overthrown in 
February last year by disgruntled army sergeants trying to set up a soldiers trade 
union. Arron wae initially held after the coup but released shortly afterwoards, 
only to be rearrested last August in a major shake-up of the power structure here 
which saw many of the original coup leaders themselves held on charges of plotting 
a counter-coup against the civil government which the army installed. [Text] 
[PL241720 Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 20 Feb 81 p 3) 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


COUNTRY SECTION 


EDITORIAL CRITICIZES WORKERS’ WORK-WEEK DEMANDS 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Feb $1 p 8 


"Unwise Industrial Action") 


(Editorial: 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 


PAKISTANI AMBASSADOR TO TRINIDAD=--The ambaseador-designate of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan to Trinidad and Tobago, Mr Altaf Ahmad Shaikh will present his creden- 
tiale to President Ellie Clarke at 10 am today at President's House. Mr Shaikh, 
55 with degrees of B.A. honore and M.A. from Punjab University, has served in 
various capacities arcund the world since joining the Pakistan Foreign Service 

in 1948, The ambassador-designate arrived in Trinidad earlier thie week. [Text] 
[PL052120 Port of Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 26 Feb 61 p 1) 
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